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U F O R E S EA R C H  A N D T H E  MA SS M E DIA 

U fo r e s e a r c h e rs  h a v e ,  f r o m  t i m e to t i m e, m ade com m e n ts abo u t  the 
i n t e r a c t i on be t w e e n  t h e m s e l ve s  and t h e  m a s s  m ed i a . So m e  have u t i l i s ed 
the m ed i a  fo r p u r po s e s  of s e l f-pub l i c i ty ,  w h i l s t  o t he rs  have be m oa n e d  
i n a c c u r a c i es i n  repo r t i n g U F O c a s e s .  A t h i r d g r ou p h a ve protes ted t h e  
l a c k  o f  s e r i o u s  i n te re s t  a m on g s t t h e  m e d i a  as  a who l e. W h i l s t  mos t  o f  us 
c a n no t  h e l p  bu t fe e l  f r u s t r a ted t h a t  des p i te va s t  a m oun ts of money be i n g  
s pe n t  on c a s e s  s uc h  a s  M un d r a b i l l a ,  J a n u a ry 1 9 8 8 ,  b y  s o m e  s e c t ions  o f  t h e  
m e d i a, a I m os t  n o  r e sou r c e s  h a ve b e e n  p u t  i n  t o  w i de r  r e s e a r c h ,  apa r t  from 
t h e  effo r ts of vo l u n te e r  U F O r e s e a r c h  o r ga n i s a t i on s .  

W e  wou l d  s ug ge s t  t h a t  i t  i s  t i m e  t h a t ufo l og i s ts ca refu l l y  r ev i e w t h e  ro l e  
o f  t h e  m ed i a  i n  soc i e ty .  l t  i s  p r opos ed t h a t t he i r b road ro l e  i s  a l m os t  
s o l e l y  t o  m e re l y • r epo r t  t h e  n e ws • a s  i t  i s  s a i d  t o  h a ppe n .  R ad i o  s t a t i on 
n e w s roo m s  r a r e l y  i n v e s t i ga te s to r i es .  B a s i ca l l y they re l ay i n c o m i n g n e ws 
i te m s  to t h e  p ub l i c  a t  l a rge.  T e l ev i s i on s t a t i on n e ws roo m s  l i ke w i s e  repo r t, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n v e s t i ga te .  M u c h  of t h e  da i l y n e ws pape r i s  of s i m i l a r  con ten t; 
on l y  on S a t u rday a n d  S un day do • i n ve s t i g a to ry • p i ec e s  u s u a l l y appe a r .  
R es e a r c h e d  a r t i c l es a r e m o r e  t h e  do m a i n  o f  m a ga z i n es ,  a l t hough t h e  dep t h  
o f  r es e a r c h va r i es t o  a l a rge de g r ee.  

T he bot to m  l i n e  in  a l l  t h i s  is  t h a t the U F O res e a r c h e r  n e eds to de c i de on 
t h e  p r ec i s e  p u r po s e  fo r t h e  i n te r a c t i on w i t h t h e  m ed i a . U F O R es e a r c h  
A u s t r a l i a  h a s  p rep a red t w o  • f  a ce s h e e ts fo r d i s s e m i n a t i on o f  ba c k g round 
i nfo r m a t i o n .  O n e d i s c u s se s  t h e  U F O phe n o m e non i n  ge n e r a l ,  wh i l s t  a n o t he r 
c on c e n t r a t es on a bd u c t i on c a s e s .  T he s e  h a v e  p roved us efu l to d a t e  a n d  we 
e x pe c t  t h e m to be fu r t he r u t i l i s ed i n  1989.  I n  s pe c i f i c  c a s e s ,  U F O R A  h a s  
u t i l i s ed t h e  m ed i a  to good effec t. F o r  e x a m p l e, w i th i n  a fe w d a y s  o f  t h e  
O c tobe r 1 7, 1 9 8 8 ,  M u n d r a b i l l a  · u F o •  w e  h a d  d i s t r i bu ted a m ed i a  r e l e a s e  
w i t h  a fu l l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c a s e  i de n t i fy i n g i t  as  a n  I F O .  De ta i l s  we re 
s ub s eq ue n t l y p ub l i c i s ed ove r t wo r a d i o  s ta t i on s  a n d  two c a p i t a l  c i ty da i l y 

n e ws pape r s .  I n  a d d i t i on ,  t h e  u pda ted A us t r a l i a n C E  C a t a l og ue a n d  a n e w  
I F O  C a ta l og u e ,  to be s ho r t l y re l e a s e d, h a ve be en p r epa red t o  p r ov i de 

c on c i s e  c a s e  s u m m a r i es fo r j ou r n a l i s ts ,  a m ongs t othe r s .  

W h a t  c a n  we e x p e c t i n  t h e  fu t u r e ? W e  c a n  e x pec t t h e  m e d i a  to con t i n ue 
r e po r t i n g • n ews · .  I f  a psy c h i c  p r ed i c ts an ups u r ge of U F O repo r ts - i t  wi l l  
be r e po r ted.  I f  a · u F O  buff • m a k e s  a s t a te m e n t  t h a t  E T s  a r e he r e  - i t  
w i  11 be repo r ted. I f  a s e r i ous  r e s e a r c h e r s ub m i ts e i t h e r a n  e xp l a n a t i on fo r 
a c a s e  o r  s ay s  • t h a t  on e i s  a U F O • - i t  m ay be repo r ted. W e  c a n no t  
e x p e c t  m a s s  m e d i a ,  i n  ge n e r a l ,  t o  a c c u r a te l y ,  a n d  i n  de p t h, repo r t  t h e  
co m p l e x  i s s u e s  o f  mode r n  ufo l ogy. T h i s  r o l e  wi l l  con t i n u e  to fa l l  i n to t h e  
a r e a  o f  s pe c i a l i s ed U F O j ou r n a l s  l i ke U F O R A N .  



THE MUNDRABILLA INCIDENT - AN UPDATE 

B Y  K EIT H B A ST E R FI E L D  A N D R A Y  B R OOK E 

AN I N T R O DU C T I ON 

T he last edi tion of U F O R A N  con tai ned a l l  
the informa tion o u r  inves tigation team had 
gathered to the end of May 1988. Since 
then the team has been able to i n te rview 
the K nowles fami ly themse lves and truck 
d r i ve r  C raham Henley. In addit ion, R i cha rd 
H aines in the U.S.A. has rel eased detai ls of 
his  tes ting of samples taken f rom the 
K nowles' veh i c l e. Wi th the publ ish ing of ma­
te r i a l  he re, reade rs w i l l  have as much 
information as us about the event, and thus 
be able to form thei r own con c l usions. 

Me m bers of the i nvesti gat ion te a m  have 
been the a uthors , Steve B o lton , V l a d i m i  r 
a n d  Pony G od i c  i n  A de l a i de; C arry L i ttl e  i n  
Me l bourne;  J oa n  J ohn ston i n  P erth a n d  B i l l  
C h a l ker i n  Sy dney.  

F irs t ly  then,  the eve nt as re l ated to us  
by the K now l e s  f a m i l y .  

T H E  K N OW L E S' A C C O U N T  

M rs F a y e  K n o w l es ,  43, a n d  h er sons 
P atr i c k, 24, Sean,  21 , and  W ay n e,  1 8, l i ve d 
i n  the s u b urb of M i d l and i n  P erth,  W estern 
A ustra l ia (W A ) . On J a n uary 1 9, 1 9 88, they 
de c i de d  to underta k e  a 3, 5 00 k i l o m etre tr i p  
to Me l bourn e ,  V i ctori a, i n  order to v i s i t Mrs 
K no w l e s '  s i ster. 

T hey i n for m e d  us that th e ir p l a n s  for the 
tr i p  were m ade in a bout an  hour. T hey 
m ere ly  threw s o m e  c l othes i nto the boot of 
th e c ar, went to the ba n k  to dra w som e 
money,  a n d  then set of f l e avi n g  a note for 
M r K n o w l e s .  T h i s  was a bout 3p m on 
J a n u ary 1 9 . 

T hey w i s h ed to m a k e the tr i p  as q u i c k l y 
as poss i b l e  so they s h ared the dr iv i n g  and 
kept con stant ly  m ov i n g. By 1 .30 a m the  n e xt 
m orn i n g  they re a c h e d a roa dhouse, at a 
p l a c e  c a l l e d  C a i g u n a ,  wh ere they were seen  

by  the  tru c k  dr ivers who were to f e ature 
l ater i n  the story . 

Fro m h ere i t  w a s  s o m e  1 5 8k m to Madura 
P ass  a n d  som e 275 k m  to the Mun dra b i l l a 
Mote l .  

lt w a s  a c l e ar n i ght, n o  moon a n d  the 
K no w l es d i d  not not i c e  any th u n d erstor m 
a ct iv ity at a l l .  

T H E EV E N T  

A t  a sti l l  un determ i ned poi nt west of 
M undrab i l l a ( W A ) , Sean,  the dr iver, s a w  
what h e  at f irst took to b e  a truck ' s  he ad­
l i ght, a pparently a l on g the roa d, approa c h i n g 
th e m  fro m the ea st. T hey were a l l a w a k e 
at th i s  sta ge .  A s  it  approa c h e d, it then d i s­
appeared a fter •ju m p i ng about a b i e .  lt  
be c a m e  vi s i b l e  aga i n  and conti nued to ap­
proa c h  the ir ve h i c l e .  Sean com m ented that 
it  l ooked l i k e a • s paces h i p • .  lt  be c a m e  
br i g hter a n d  b i gger. T hey kept dr iv i n g  to­
wards it. 

The  obje ct appeared to be wh ite l i g ht. I n  
s h ape i t  cou l d  best b e  de s cri bed as an  egg 
i n  an  egg c u p. In  the centre of the egg was 
a ye l l o w  l i ght. T h e on ly esti m ated d i m en­
s i on g i ve n was a bout 1 m etre w i de .  A n g u l ar 
s i z e w i s e  it  was s a i d  to have b l oc k ed, at 
t i m es, the ir v i e w  of the roa d. 

At th i s  sta ge another veh i c l e  was seen 
com i n g the op pos i te way to the f a m i ly.  lt 
was de s cri bed as a wh ite H o l den H Q  stat ion 
wa gon tow i n g an ord i n ary s i zed c arava n .  
Sean  s werved to m i s s  h itti n g  th e l i g ht a n d  
n ear ly  h it th i s  car a n d  va n.  

T he l i g ht �as l ost to the ir vi ew,  then 
seen  be h i n d  th e m .  T hey performed a U-turn 
a n d  purs ued the obje ct. W i th the obj e ct on 
the ir l e ft front they d i d  another turn . A ga i n  
they l ost s i g ht o f  the obje ct. 

Short ly  after th i s , they be l i eved, the ob­
ject l a nded on th e roof of the car and 
I i f  ted  the  ear of  the road. 

3 



T H E MUN D RABI L L A  INC ID E N T  

W h e n  q uest ion ed, they s a i d  they d i d  not 
see  the I i g ht approa c h  the m or l a n d  on the 
roof.  

At th i s  stage M rs  K n o w l es woun d  down 
her w i n do w  and p l a ce d  her r i ght h a n d  on 
the roo f .  S h e re l ates f e e l i n g a • s pongy• s u b­
stan c e  pre sent. S h e  t h e n  retra cted her h a nd. 
I m m e d i ate l y  the b a c k  of her h a n d  f e l t 
warm for a f e w  s e c on ds ,  after w h i c h  the 
s e n s at i on of h e at fa de d. 

A s k e d  how f ar th e c ar was of f th e road, 
they were un a b l e  to for m u l ate a guess .  
A s k ed i f  they had l ooked out of the wi ndow 
and s e e n  th e grou n d  som e d i sta n c e  be l ow 
the m ,  they s a i d  th ey h a d  not. T hey had 
m ere l y  for m e d  an op i n i on th a t  th e ve h i c l e 
was  o f f  the roa d. F i n a l ly, a f ter an i n deter­
m i n ate l e n gth of t i m e, the  obje ct droppe d 
c ar on the  road w here u pon a tyre burst 
and they were forced to bra k e  to a ha lt. 
At th i s  stage Sea n s a i d  he b l a c ked out for 
a s hort p er i od. 

A fter the ve h i c l e dropp e d  on the roa d, 
F aye then  wou n d  the w i n do w  down and 
• s m o k e  stu f f •  c a m e  i nto the c ar. T h i s 
s m o k e  w a s  s a i d  to be a • greyi s h- b l a c k  
m i st ' .  

D u r i n g the  per i od from wh ere they 
s i gh te d the l i g ht i n i t i a l ly, to bra k i n g  to a 
h a lt, they s ay a n u m ber of oth er eve nts oc­
c urred.  

The e x a ct s e q u e n c e  of these  eve nts i s  
very con f us ed. D e s p ite i ntens ive q uesti on i n g 
we h ave not been a b l e  to u nrave l the 
s eq ue n c e .  

T he s e  eve n ts were : 

• T he soun d of th e ir vo i c e s  c h a n g i n g  i n  
p itch a n d  a pp e ari n g  to s l o w  dow n .  

eA hu m m i n g soun d he ard. 

• T he m  a l l  be co m i n g hyster i c a l ,  s houti ng 
and cry i n g. Mrs K n o w l e s  s a i d  she be l i eved 
they were go i n g  to d i e . 
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e T he ir two dogs go i n g • cra zy • .  

• A s m e l l  l i k e • de a d  bod i es •  i n  the a ir. 

• T he m  report i n g  that the c ar started 
s h a k i ng.  

D ur i n g  th i s  t i m e  Sean was dr iv i ng,  
P atr i c k  was  in the front l e ft s e at, W ayn e 
was  be h i n d  P atr i c k  and F aye beh i n d S e a n  
over the tyre wh i c h  burst. 

A fter a per i od of t i me,  S e a n  stopped the 
car and they a l l  got out to h i de in adja c e nt 
s crub. T hey re ported that the l i g ht/obje ct 
re m a i n ed in the vic i n ity of the ear f or a 
w h i l e before departi n g. So m e  f i fte en 
m i n utes l ater, after stop p i n g, they returned 
to the ear and ra p i d ly c h a n ged the tyre. 
From that po i nt they drove to the 
Mundrab i l l a Motor Hote l ( W A ). 

lt s hou l d  be e m p h a s i sed that dur i n g  th e 
i ntervi e ws the f a mi ly ad m itted be i n g  un s ure 
of the ti m e  and durat i on of the event, and  
cou l d  not eve n s ay, w ith any certa i n ty, 
e x a ctly wh ere it a l l  took p l a c e .  

At Mundrab i l l a they stop ped and ta l k ed 
to the tru c k  dr ivers be f ore trave l l i n g  on to 
C ed u n a ,  South A ustra l i a , w h ere they were 
stopped a n d  i nterv i e wed by the po l i ce .  Fro m  
there they trave l l e d  i n  the ir o w n  car to 
W u d i n a where they ta l ked to C h a n n e l  7 TV. 

Some notes: 

1 .  T h ere were re ports that the f a m i ly 
h a d  cass ette ta pes w ith the m wh i c h were 
a f f ected in so m e  w ay. T hey de ny th i s  and  
s ay they h a d  no ta pes w i th th e m  at  a l l . 

2. T h e ir two dogs had c l u m ps of ha ir  
f a l l  out and were e x a m i n ed by a vet in  
Me l bourne who pronou n ced they had f l e a s .  
T h e ha ir has  s i n c e  regrown.  T h e dogs re­
m a i ned i n  Me l bourn e .  

3 .  A fter t h e  i n c i dent t h e  K now l es no­
t i ced a red Tora n a  ve h i c l e, parked on the 
s i de of th e roa d, w i th no s i gn of the oc c u-
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pa n ts.  T h ey h a d  earl i er s e e n  t h i s  ve h i c l e  
trave l l i n g  a l on g t h e  roa d be h i n d t h e m .  

4 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  on e 
s t age t h a t t h ey h a d  m a de t wo U - t urn s ,  a t  
l a ter i n terv i e w  t h e y  s a i d  3 or 4 were m a de. 

5. S e a n ,  P a tr i c k  and F a y e  were hypno­
t i s e d  i n  Me l bour n e .  l t  i s  u n ders tood no n e w  
de t a i l s  e m erged. T h ey were n o t  to l d  w h a t 
t h e y  h a d  s a i d  u n der hypnos i s  or g i ve n  copy 
of tra n s cri p t. l t  i s  hoped the V i c tori a n U F O 
R es earc h Soc i e ty wi 11 re l e a s e  a tra n s cri p t  
of t h i s  i n terv i e w. 

6. F a y e  a n d  P a tr i c k we re l a ter hypno­
t i s e d  i n  A de l a i de .  A ga i n  n o  n e w  i te m s 
e m erged. T here were no i n d i c a t i on s  of a n  
a bd u c t i on s c e n ari o. 

H E N L E Y' S  A C C O U NT 

G ra h a m H en l ey w a s  t h e  dr i ver of a tru c k  
s evera l k i l o m e tres i n  fron t of t h e  K n o w l es '  
ve h i c l e .  B i l l  C h a l k er i n terv i e w e d  H en l ey a n d  
h i s  a c c o u n t f o l l ow s .  

Truc k dri vers H en l ey a n d  De J on g  
( n i c k n a m e d  P orky ) h a d  se t ou t toge t h er, i n  
s ep ara te tru c k s , fro m N ors e m a n ,  W es tern 
A us tra l i a  ( W A ). W he n  t h ey s topped a t  

C a i g u n a ( W A )  they n o t i c e d  a b l ue T e l s tar 
car p u l l  i n  con t a i n i n g a wom a n  a n d  t hree 

you n g  m e n .  T he s e  peop l e  f i l l e d  a rou n d  5 
l i tre t i n  w i t h  pe tro l a n d  t h e n  departed 
he a d i n g  e a s t wards . T h i s  was a bo u t  1 .3 0 a m 
l oc a l  t i m e. 

By 3 .3 0 a m  t h e  two tru c k s  h a d  re a c hed 
t h e  Madura ( W A )  P a s s .  H e n l ey n o t i ced,  at  
t h i s  po i n t, t h a t  t here were no c l ouds in  the 
s ky ,  w i t h  no t h u n der or l i g h tn i n g  be i n g 
e v i d e n t.  

U pon h e a d i n g  down t h e  P a s s ,  ahead of  
P orky,  H en l ey tri ed to ra i s e  t h e  o t her truc k 
on h i s  ra d i o. H e  con t i n u e d  to try a n d  rea c h  
P orky fro m here t o  a pos i t i on abo u t  ha l f  
way be t w e e n  Mad ura a n d  M u n dra b i  I l a . T he ir 
rad i os h a d  b e e n  work i n g  t h e  pre v i ous 
eve n i n g.  Over a d i s ta n c e  of  some 40 k i l o-

m e tres P orky d i dn ' t  a n s wer. H e n l ey s a i d  
t h a t  he l a ter fou n d  ou t t h i s  wa s be c a u s e  
Porky was as l eep a n d  A n n e  ( h i s  eo-dri ver) 
was dr i v i ng.  

At  t his l a ter poi n t  H en l ey n o t i ced a l i gh t 
i n  h i s  m i rror. l t  l ooked l i ke a •b i g  
bri g h t  • • • • •  l i ke a b i g egg, l i ke a fri ed egg 
hung ups i de do wn ......  it  was more l i ke a 
proj e c t i on l i ghe. l t  was l i k e l ook i n g a t  a 
• • • • • •  very h i gh powered s pot l i g he. T h i s  poi n t  
i s  n o t  corre c t. H e  s a w  n o  ve h i c l e  un t i l he 
arri ved at M undra b i l l a . T h i s  obs erva t i on of 
a l i gh t took p l a c e  a bou t 4 a m  ( 3 .5 5 - 4.1 0 )  
a n d  l as ted s o m e  5 m i n u tes.  

At f i rs t H en l ey though t that i t  was 
P orky p l ay i n g a tr i c k  on h i m , bu t as he 
wa t c h e d  he though t, • l t was too h i g h  up to 
be a n o t her tru c k  or veh i c l e .  • l t  d i s appe ared 
and re a ppe ared. I t  was even t ua l l y I os t to 
v i e w be h i n d the va n .  

H en l ey w a s  tra ve ll i ng o n  t o  Mundra b i l l a 
arri v i n g t h ere abo u t  4 .3 0 a m  ( l oc a l  W A  day­
l i g h t  s a v i n g  t i m e ) .  He was j u s t  wa l k i n g  to 
the ba c k  of h i s  tru c k  when a T e l s tar car 
p u l l e d  i n . 

T h e T e l s tar con t a i ned t h e  s a m e  four 
peop l e  he had s e e n  at C a i g u n a ,  so m e  t hree 
hours ear l i er. T hey appe ared s cared, a l l  
try i n g  to ta l k  a t  on ce a n d  te l l  t h e i r  s tory. 
One s a i d  they h a d  be en burn t, a n o ther t h a t 
t h ey'd be e n  gra bbed by a f l y i n g  s a u cer; ye t 
a n o t her they'd been p i c k ed up and dropped. 

A f our t h  m a n 's m o u t h  ope n e d  and c l osed 
but on l y  a garb l e d sou n d  c a m e  out.  He was 
wh i te and see m e d  rea l ly fri g h tened. H en l ey 
of fered to p u t  t h e i r  ve h i c l e i n  h i s  e m p ty 
refri gera tor v a n  a n d  dri ve the m to w h ere 
t hey wa n ted to go. H o we ver, t h e  f a m i l y de­

c l i n ed. 

T H E K N OW L E S' STO R Y  AS R E LAT E D  TO 
H EN L E Y  

A b i g  wh i te l i g h t  was s i t t i n g i n  t h e  m i d­
d l e  of the roa d. T hey s l owed do w n .  l t  
s t arted to l i f t, a n d  they we n t  to dri ve 
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un der i t. lt c l os ed o n  th e m  a n d  they turned 
and spun around and went ba c k  the way 
they had c o m e .  T h e l i ght  f o l l owed th e m  and 
was  very q u i c k in  its move m e n ts.  

T h ey turned aroun d  a g a i n  a n d  i t  f l e w  
over the  top o f  th e m  a n d  p arked i n  front 
of the c ar. T hey stop ped a n d  e a ch one of 
these  ti m e s ,  H e n l ey s a i d, he cou l d  see  the 
U -turn at h i gh s pe ed.  In da y l i g ht you cou l d  
s e e  w here t h e  K now l es had turne d  arou n d  
3-4 ti m e s .  T h e l a st ti m e  i t, sort o f ,  c a m e  
ri ght over t h e  top of th e m  a n d  hovered. 
T hey s a i d  there was a w h irri n g  sound 
a ud i b l e .  O n e  of the f a m i l y de s cr i be d  th i s  as  
l i ke a c h a i n  s a w, a h i gh p itc hed s cre a m .  
T h at's w h e n  it  c a m e  down a n d  p i c k e d  up 
the c ar or rested on the c ar i ts e l f .  

Mrs K n o w l es h a d  q u ite s evere burn on 
her h a n d, a l though i t  w a s n 't a burn.  H en l ey 
f e l t her h a n d, i t  wa s a bs o l ute l y  dead co l d. 
T he s a m e  m arks were e v i de n t  on the T V  i n­
terv i e w. M rs K n o w l e s  h a d  been  f a ir ly  
h e a v i l y m a de u p  but th i s  red c o l our was  
sti l l  on h er c h e e k s ,  nose  etc.  

In  the  e n d, they s a i d, th e c ar dropped. 
T he m ar k  was  f a c i n g  ba c k ,  tow a r ds P erth, 
on the s outh s i de of the roa d .  

T he K no w l es s a i d  to H e n l ey th at th ere 
were c ars there e very wh ere, but nobody i n  
the m .  H e n l ey p ut th i s  do wn to peop l e  stop­
p i n g  t h e i r  cars · to s l e e p, thus appear i n g  
e m pty . 

T H E E V E N T  C ON TIN U E D  

T he fa m i l y h a d  ta k e n  a f ue l  conta i n er 
and f un n e l ,  out of the ir  ve h i c l e, a n d  poured 
petro l i nto the c ar's ta n k .  M rs K no w l es took 
out a dres s  a n d  c h a n ge d  i n  the w o m en's  
to i l ets . O n e  of the sons  was  n oted to h a ve 
bare a n d  b l eed i n g  f e et. 

H en l ey ' s  attenti on w a s  dra w n  to a s u b­
stan c e  on the c ar ter m e d  'as h '  by one of 
the c ar's  oc c u pa nts . H e  p i c k ed s o m e  fro m 
the botto m of the  w i per b l ades,  a n d  a l s o 
s a w  it  on th e ba c k  of the s l i g h t  s po i l er 
bu i l t i nto the  ba c k  boot of the  ve h i c l e. lt 
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was a l so found on the ba c k  w i ndow. H e n l ey 
descr i bed th i s  s u bsta n c e  a s  • s i l i con 
ty pe s a n d  ••••••• very , very f i ne,  a l most l i ke 
grou n d  g l a s s  •••••• f i n e a n d  dry and it  was  
b l a c k ,  a n d  had th i s  horri b l e  ba ke l ite s m e l l 
about it. • L ook i n g  around the ve h i c l e, he 
s a i d  that the s ubsta n c e  was every w here, 
both i n s i de and outs i de the ve h i c l e .  He no­
t i ced a dog cower i n g  i ns i de the car. 

At th i s  stage it was  just start i n g  to 
bre a k  the f irst s i g n s  of a b l a c k-grey dawn.  
H e n l ey too k a torch a n d  l ooked under the 
c ar. T here were no s i gn s  of grass ,  n e ither 
un der the ve h i c l e  nor i n  the tyres . H e n l ey 
took th i s  as an i n d i c at i on that th ere had 
not be en a h i gh s peed s p i n  out. H e  i n­
s pe cted th e burst tyre a n d  n oti ced it  had 
burst on th e i ns i de ,  yet  he was  un a b l e  to 
detect any rubber th at m i g ht have be en 
f l ap p i n g  on the w h e e l we l l . H e  expre s s e d  an  
op i n i on that:  • lt was  the most un u s u a l burst 
tyre I had seen in my l i f e.  • 

H en l ey s a i d  he i s  f a m i l i ar w i th rac i n g  
c ars a n d  m a i nta i n ed h e  k n e w  the d i f f ere n ce 
between br a k e  dust and the s i l i con - l i k e dust 
he tou ched.  H e  f e lt the i nde ntat ion on the 
roof. He a l so  p i c ke d  up dust fro m the i n­
s i de of the c ar a n d  compare d it  to the o l d  
days o f  • bu l l dust ' .  • lt w a s  just l i ke the 
peop l e  had dr i ve n  through the old days of 
the N u l l arbor with the bu l l dust ' ,  he  s a i d. 

T h ere w a s  a s m e l l  pres e nt, a horr i b l e  
ste n c h  l i k e ba k e l i te.  H e  w a s  l ater to l d  th i s  
was  the s m e l l  e l e ctro- m agn ets g i ve o f f .  

T he K no w l es were not c arry i n g a n y  l ug­
gage on the roof.  I n  f a ct there was n o  roof 
rac k .  H e  s a w  4-5 l oose bags i n  the boot, 
that was a l l . 

H e  be l i eves  at the ti m e  of the en counter 
they were p l ay i n g a cass ette ta pe, on e of 
the m a ny they had w i th the m .  Subseq uently  
the K n o w l e s  to l d  h i  m the s e  tapes be c a m e  
d i storted, just a s  the ir vo i ce s  h a d  be e n .  T he 
vo i ce c h a n ge sou nded l i ke they were com ­
p l ete ly  s l owed down, l i k e p l ay i n g a 78 rp m 
re cord at 33 rp m .  P atr i c k  sa i d  they a l l  
sounde d  ho rr i b l y  d i storted a n d  s l ow. 



T H E M U N D RA BI L LA I N C I D E N T  

H en l ey t h o u g h t tha t t h e  c ar w a s  i m ­

pou n ded by t h e  pol i ce w h e n  i t  re a c h ed 
W ud i n a  t h a t  n i g h t . He w a s  s us p i c i ous  of  the 
po l i ce ,  s us pe c t i n g t h ey m ay h a ve c l ea n e d  
t h e  car. H e  i n d i c a t ed t h ere w a s  s t i l l  bra ke 
dus t  on the w he e l s .  He guara n teed t h e y  had 
va c u u m e d out t h e  car 

P orky and A n n e  arri ved at  t h i s  s tage a n d  
they h a d  a l oo k  a t  t h e  ve h i c l e . H e n l ey s a i d  
t h a t P orky c a m e  on l y  w i t h i n  a s h ort  d i s­
t a n c e  of t h e  c ar, n o t  r i g h t up to i t . A n n e  
c a m e  o v e r  a n d  wa l ke d  aro u n d  t h e  c ar. S h e  
c o m m e n te d  on t h e  s m e l l , s a y i n g  •Mu m ' s  o l d  
j ug u s e d  to s m e l l  l i k e t h a t. •  

A t  t h i s  po i n t, a bo u t 4 a m ,  t h e  K no w l es 
departed fro m M u n dra b i l l a. T here w a s  t h e  
f i rs t p i n k  of day l i g h t i n  t h e  s ky a s  t h e y  
l e f t. 

W h e n  q ue s t i on e d  as to h i s  k n o w l edge of 
the K no w l e s '  move m e n ts fro m here, he s a i d  
h e  k n e w  t h ey h a d  n e ver tra ve l l ed a cros s t h e  
N u l l arbor be f ore. T h i s  f a c t  e x p l a i n e d  why 
t h e y  did not s top at  t h e  po l i ce s ta t i on s  a t  
E u c l a  ( W A )  a n d  P e nong ( S A ) . H owever, by 
t h e  t i m e  t h ey go t to t h e  fru i t  f l y  i n s pe c­

t i on poi n t  a t  C ed u n a  t h e  Sou t h  A us tra l i a n 
po l i ce were wa i t i n g  f or t h e m .  

A s k e d  a bo u t  ve h i c u l ar tra f f i c  a l on g  t h e  
roa d be t w e e n  M a d ura a n d  M u n drab i l l a , he 
s a i d  he was overta k e n ,  or s a w  go i n g  t h e  
o t h er way , on l y  one ve h i c l e. T h i s  h a d  be e n  
s o m e  t wo k i l o m e tres e a s t of  Mad ura w h e n  a 
bro wn C a pri c e ,  or s i m i l ar c ar, h a d  p a s s ed 
h i m go i n g  we s tw ards . N o  tru c k s  h a d  p a s s e d  
h i m .  H en l ey a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  dri ver of t h e  
C a pri c e  to l d  a W es t  A us tra l i a n ne ws pa per 
t h a t  he h a d  s e e n  a bri g h t wh i te l i g h t, ou t 
towards t h e  s e a s i de ,  r i g h t a bo u t  t he t i m e  or 
h a l f  a n  h o ur to 2 0  m i n u te s  be f ore t h e  t i m e 
t h e  K no w l e s '  h a d  rea c h e d  t h a t po i n t. 

H e n l ey d i d  re c a l l  s e e i n g 2 
s m a l l  on e,  i n  park i n g b a y s  
s tre t c h .  

c ars , on e a 
a l ong t h i s  

Wh e n  t h e  K n ow l es l e f t  Mu n drab i l l a ,  
H e n l ey ,  P orky a n d  A n n e  we n t  ba c k  t o  t h e  

spot t o  e x a m i n e i t. E very t h i n g the K no w l e s 
h a d  s a i d  w a s  con f ir m ed. T hey fou n d  w h ere 
t hey h a d  run t hrou g h  the s crub a n d  h i dden 
un der a bush. T he ir footpri n ts were v i s i b l e  
a n d  they cou l d  s e e  where t h e  c a r  h a d  been 
dropped on to t h e  roa d a n d  w h ere t h e  tyre 
h a d  e x p l oded. T he s k i d  m ark was on l y  a bou t 
two m e tres l ong.  T he p l a ce where they h a d  
dri ven of f t h e  roa d ,  wi th t h e  f l a t  tyre, was 
a l so ev i de n t. H en l ey sa id  t h e  E uc l a  po l i ce 
h ave p l a s ter c a s ts of the m ark of t h e  f l a t  
tyre. T he t hree tru c k  dr i vers were u n a b l e  
to l oc a te a tyre j a c k  or wh e e l  bra c e .  

H en l ey was as k e d  a bo u t  the K no w l es '  
s ta te m e n t  con c ern i n g  a car a n d  cara v a n .  H e  
h i m s e l f  h a d  seen n o  s u c h  ve h i c l e. H e  s a i d  
t h ere were s o m e  park i n g  bays a n d  t a n ks  i n  
t h a t  are a where c ars pu l l  of f t h e  roa d. 
S o m e body cou l d  h a ve pu l l ed ou t of a bay 
and on to the roa d, be h i n d hi m but a h e a d  of 
the K now l es .  

A f ter depart i n g  Mundra b i l l a ,  H e n l ey tra v­
e l l ed on to A de l a i de where he was i n ter­
v i ewed by the • A de l a i de A dver t i s er •  n e ws ­
pa per on J a n u ary 2 0 .  A t  a n  i n terv i e w  h e  
re l a ted t h a t  o n e  of the pers ons pres e n t  was 
i n trod u c e d  as  a p l a i n  c l othes pol i ce m a n .  

H en l ey ' s  v i e w  of  the w h o l e  a f f a i r was 
t h a t i t  w a s  a m i l i tary e p i sode. U F Os are 
n o t  e x tra terres tri a l s  b u t  m ade on E ar t h  by 
s o m e  sort  of va s t  s e cre t n e t work of l arge 
m u l t i n a t i on a l s  a n d  the m i l i t ary work i n g on a 
n e w  power source. I n  a l a ter te l ephone con­
vers a t i on w i th B i l l  C h a l ker, H en l ey was 
a s ked where t h e  K no w l es '  ve h i c l e had 
s topped. He es t i m a ted t h e  s i te to be s o m e  
70-75 k m  wes t o f  t h e  Mun dra b i l l a R oa d house.  
T h i s  d i f f ers fro m  P orky's es t i m a te of 40 k m .  

T he s e  t hen are t h e  a c co u n ts o f  t h e  m a i n  
p e  r e  i p i e n  t s .  

F O L L O W  U P  TO EA R L I E R  L EA DS 

A t  the e n d  of the pre v i ous U F O R A N  
art i c l e we m en t i on e d  se vera l l e ads we were 
f o l l ow i n g  up. H ere i s  an upda te on t h e s e: 
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1 .  N o-on e h a s  ye t be e n  a b l e  to a s cer­

t a i n  t h e  i de n t i ty of t h e  oc c u pa n t ( s )  of t h e  
car a n d  c ar a v a n  reported by t h e  K no w l es t o  
h a v e  be e n  pre s e n t. N on e  of  t h e  tru c k  
dri vers report h a v i n g s e e n  s uc h  a ve h i c l e. 

D es p i te t h e  m ed i a  a t te n t i on g i ve n  to t h e  
M u n dra b i l l a i n c i de n t, a n d  our appe a l  i n  t h e  
P erth S u n d a y  paper, no-o n e  h a s  e v e r  co m e  
f orward. I n  a dd i t i on ,  no-on e h a s  con t a c ted 
t h e  K no w l e s  pri v a te l y  in  t h i s  regard. 

2. T h e  Sou t h  A us tra l i a n P o l i c e D epart­

m e n t  f i n a l l y con t a c ted us i n  N ove m ber 1 98 8  
r e  our req ues t f or c u s tody o f  t h e ir s a m p l e. 
F o l l o w i n g  n e go t i a t i on s, we n o w  h a v e  h a l f  
t h e i r  s a m p l e  a n d  are d e c i d i n g  t h e  be s t  way 
to a n a l y s e  i t . T h i s  s a m p l e  c on s i s ts of t wo 
• t i f t-of f •  t a pes fro m t h e  roof a n d  boot of 
K n ow l es ve h i c l e ,  t a k e n  8 h o urs a f t er t h e  
eve n t, a n d  as  s uc h  i s  a very s m a l l  s a m p l e  
t o  work o n .  

3 .  N on e  of t h e  h y po t h e s i s  a d v a n c e d  by 
e xperts i n  m e teoro l ogy h a ve s tood t h e  
tes t of co m pari son wi t h  a va i l a b l e  da t a .  

T H E  T U NA B OA T  C ON N E C TI O N  

O n e  s i de t o  t h e  K now l es ' f a m i l y a c c o u n t 
w a s  t h e  m e d i a  reported U F O obs erva t i on by 
t h e  cre ws of two t u n a boa t s .  Med i a  reports 
des cri b e d  t h i s  U F O a s  a bri g h t  l i g h t  wh i c h 
a pproa c h e d  on e boa t .  l t  w a s  s a i d  t h a t  
vo i ce s  of  t h e  cre w  were • s t owed a n d  d i s­
torted • b e f ore t h e  obj e c t departed. T he 
cre w of t h e  o t her boa t w a s  s a i d  to have 
w i t n e s s e d  t h i s  e ve n t. A tuna boa t  spot ter 
p i l o t  w a s  s a i d  to h a ve h a d  t h e  s i g h t i n gs 
re l ay e d  to h i m  fro m t h e  boa t s .  

W e  m a n a ge d  to loc a te a n d  i n t erv i e w t h e  
p i l o t,  i n  Oc tober 1 9 8 8 ,  a f ter he re t urn e d  
fro m s e vera l mon t h s  i n t ers t a te.  T he p i l o t,  
M r W h i te ,  w a s  e m p l oy e d  as a n  a ircra f t  
• t u n a  f i s h  s p o t ter• a t  t h e  t i m e. H e  w a s  op­
era t i n g w i t h  boa ts ( 1 00-1 6 0 k m  of t h e  coa s t) 
w h i c h  were f i s h i n g i n  t h e  G re a t A us tra l i a n 
B i g h t, a n  o c e a n  area of C ed u n a ,  Sou t h  
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A us tra l i a. T he a i rcra f t  f l e w  ou t of a n  
a irs tri p  on a N u l l arbor P l a i n s  ho m es tead.  

l t  s hou l d  be s ta ted at  t h e  outset  t h a t  M r 

W h i te h i m s e l f  s a w  no U FO. 

W h en i n terv i ewed he re l a ted t h e  f o l l ow i n g: 

One of t h e  cre w m e m bers of t h e  t u n a  
boa t • Mon i c a •  w a s  down i n  the ga l l ey ,  
h a v i n g  a m ea l ,  w h e n  he f e l t  t h e  n eed to 
ur i n a te,  so he we n t  up to the top de c k  to 
do so. A t  t h i s  s ta g e  a bri g h t l i g h t  s t arted 
to appear and be c a m e  bri g h ter and bri g h ter. 
H e  cou l d  s e e  vari ous co l ours i n  i t. T he m a n  
a l erted o t h er m e m bers o f  t h e  cre w a n d  a l l  
1 0  or 1 2  c a m e  u p  to h a ve a l ook.  I t  w a s  
es t i m a ted to be 1 k m  di s ta n t. T he l i g h t  was 
c h a n g i n g  co l our - red,  gre e n ,  b l ue and ye l ­
l ow. T he s k i pper as ked so m eone t o  ge t h i s  
b i noc u l ars a n d  a m an wen t down t o  d o  so. 
As t h i s  m a n e m erge d fro m t h e  whee l house,  
the l i g h t moved fro m w h ere i t  was,  cros sed 
t h e  s ky in  s e conds and was l os t  to v i e w .  

D a te of report: 

T he q ue s t i on ari s es as  to w h e n  t h i s  i n c i ­
den t oc c urred. W as i t  o n  J a n uary 2 0 ,  i .e.  
the s a m e  t i m e  as  K now l es obs erva t i on ? M r 
W h i te i s  ada m a n t  t h a t he h a d  be e n  to l d  
a bo u t  t h e  t u n a  boa t i n c i de n t • a  coup l e  of 
day s • be fore t h e  K no w l es '  i n c i den t c a m e  on 
TV. T he f i rs t TV i n terv i e w  was on the 
eve n i n g of J a n u ary 2 0  w i th a f u l . l  report on 
m os t  c h a n n e l s  on J a n u ary 2 1 .  l t  was a l s o in  
the s t a te- w i de pa per on t h e  m orn i n g  of 
J an uary 2 1 . 

T he cre ws of t u n a  boa ts are h ired fro m 
a l l  over A us tra l i a  a n d, a f ter t h e  t u n a  
s e a s o n ,  t h ey re t urn t o  t h e ir ho m e  s t a te s .  

T he s k i pper of t h e  ' Mon i c a • ,  a t  t h e  t i m e, 
w a s  phoned by K e i t h B a s terf i e l d  whose ca l l  
w a s  n o t  re t urned. A f o l l ow up l e t ter was 
a l so n o t  a c kn o w l edged. 

Summary: 

In  s u m m ary, M r W h i te's h e ars ay ev i de n c e ,  



T HE M UN D R A B I L L A I N C IDEN T 

un l i ke the  m ed i a  re ports ea rr i ed it, says  
that t h e  crew of • M on i ea  • witnes sed a noc­
turn a l l i ght. T here wa s no struct ured obj e ct, 
no e l e ctro m a g n et i c  e f fe ct, and no vo i ce 
c h a n ge.  A lthough unsat i s f a ctory as d i re et 
ev i d e n c e ,  at t h i s  t i m e  we h ave be en un a b l e  
to l o c ate and i nterv i ew witn e s s e s  t o  the 
eve nt. lt s hou l d  a l s o be added that, ba c k  in  
ear ly  1 9 88, we d id  have a l etter to the 
ed itor pr i nted in the  • port L i n co l n  T i m e s • 
ca l l i n g  for persons i nvo lved on these  boats 
to cont a ct us.  T h ere was no respon se. A l s o, 
m ed i a  re ports s u ggested t h at the l oc a l  
po l i c e  were t o  i nterv i ew the  crew. W e  con­
tacted the l oc a l po l i c e and were prom i s ed a 
copy o f  t h e ir i nterv i ew notes,  but th i s  has 
n ever m ateri a l i sed.  

SAMP L E S  T E STED 

Or R i c h ard H a i n es o f  L ost A ltos , 
C a l i forn i a , U S A,  has  re l e a s ed h i s  f i n d i ngs 
a fter hav i n g  a n a l y s ed s a m p l e s  t a ken from 
the K n ow l es• ve h i c l e . T he s e  s a m p l es were 
t a k e n  by t h e  V i ctori an  U F O R e s e arch 
Soc i ety fro m 1 )  the d i s c bra k e s ,  and  2)  the 

forum 

rear f l oor, and  con s i sted o f  dust a n d  dog 
ha ir. R i c h ard advi ses  that • ••••••• the dust 
found i n s i de the c ar was not the  s a m e  dust 
obt a i ned from the  bra ke dru m s  ••• • and  
• ••••• the dog ha ir a p pears to be  norm a l  in  
every re s pect. • O n  the s u bj ect of the i n­
tern a l  f l oor dust, • •••• it con s i sts of e l e m ents 
found in a bundance  i n  E art h•s s urface.  • 
However, as no contro l s a m p l es were taken  
by  the V i ctori an  U F O R esearch Soc i ety, 
R i c h ard states : • unt i l contro l s a m p l es are 
obta i ned fro m the s a m e  re g i on of A u stra l i a 
and s u bj e cted to e l e m e nta l  a n a l y s i s ,  it wi l l  
not be k n own whet her th i s  dust i s  m ere l y  a 
norm a l  a c c u m u l at i on fro m the tri p  acros s  
the N u l l ar bor P l a i n . • 

Consol idated Document 

In order to m e et the m a n y  req uests,  we 
have re ce ived for a co m p l ete copy of our 
doc u m entat i on on th i s  case,  we wi l l  s hort l y  
b e  i s s u i n g one. lt wi l l  con s i st o f  cop i e s o f  
our i nterv i ews w i t h  a l l part i e s,  po l i c e and 
A M D  E L  re ports, m a ps,  cor respon de n c e  and 
pre ss c l i p p i ngs.  D eta i l s  of cost and ava i l­
a b i l ity wi l l  be a n noun ced i n  d ue course.• 

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? 

SAY IT IN FORUM IN SOD WORDS OR LESS. 

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AND DISCUSSION 

IS WELCOMED AND WILL BE PUBLISHED 

WHENEVER SPACE PERMITS. - ED-1 
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THE TASmAniAn conneCTIOn 
B Y  K E I T H  R O B E R T S 

T A S M  A N I  AN U F O INV E STIG ATION C EN T R E  

T he N u lla rbor events of J an ua ry 20, 1988, 
blazed across the Aus tra l ian newspapers l i ke 
a bri l l iant  meteor in the night sky. A mass 
of headl ines fol lowed by a tai l  of 
confl icting facts and rapid f i re explanations. 
W hat a pi ty the media did not look further 
than the headlines as other reports surfaced 
f rom about the same ti me f ra me. However, 
it was left  to the U F O f rate rn i ty to try 
and unrave l  what had occ u rred, a process 
that needs ti me and fol low up on snippets 
of information. 

The Tas m a n i a n C on n ec t i on was f i rs t  
r e f e r red t o  by t h e  p r es s  w h e n  m en t i on was 
m ade of  a c l os e en coun t e r in  N or t h e r n  
Ta s m a n i a  o n  D e c e m be r 1 4, 1 98 7. Soo ty 
depos i ts we r e  t h e  •i n t h i n g •. S o m e  depos i t  
h a d  bee n  m e n t i on e d  i n  t h e  Tas m a n i a n c a s e  
a n d  of  c o u r s e  i t  w a s  r e po r te d  i n  t h e  m ed i a  
a s  be i n g  a s ooty on e .  Th i s, a f te r  i n v e s t i­
ga t i on, w a s  p r oved n o t  to be t h e  c a s e .  Soon 
a f te r, on Jan u a ry 2 5 ,  t h e  N o r t h  W es t  
Tas m an i a n n e w s p a p e r  • A dvoc a t e •  r a n  a 
s to ry on a B u r n i e  m a n  w h o  h a d  s een 
s t r a n ge l i g h ts, on t h e  s a m e  m o r n i n g  a s  the 
K no w l e s  U F O, w h i l s t  d r i v i n g a c ros s the 
N u l l a rbo r .  The t h i r d  c on n e c t i on c a m e  a f te r  
f o l l ow u p  t r a c k e d  dow n  de t a i l o f  a s i g h t i n g 
by Tas m a n i an ya c h ts m e n  i n  t h e  Ta l l  S h i ps 
r a c e  f ro m  H oba r t  to Sydn ey. T h ey e n­

coun te r e d  a s e r i es of l i g h ts  of f C ape 
P e r pe n d i c u l a r  on the n i gh t  of Jan u a ry 2 0-
2 1 .  

A l l  t h r ee s i g h t i n gs h a ve be e n  i n ves t i ga t ed 
by the Tas m a n i an U F O I n v e s t i ga t i on C en t r e  
to t h e  be s t  of  ou r abi l i ty. H oweve r, w e  
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wou l d  con c ede th a t  a co m p l e te f o l l o w  up 
has been beyo n d  t h e  r esou r c e s  of 
i n ve s t i g a to r s  - K e i th R obe r ts, R on Jo l ly, 
P a u l  J a c k son a n d  Don M a c s we e n .  On t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d, the de t a i l s co l l e c ted i n d i c a te 
t h a t  puzz l i n g eve n ts have oc c u r red w h i c h, 
i n  s o m e  c a s es, h a v e  d i s t u rbed t h e  w i t n e s s e s .  

Ou r f i r s t  s i g h t i n g oc c u r red on t h e  
e v e n i n g  of D e c e mbe r 1 4, abo u t  9.3 0 p m  o r  
m aybe l a te r. The e ve n t  w a s  co m p l e x  w i t h  a 
n u m be r of s t r a n ge poi n ts.  The wi t n e s s  wo r­
r i ed abo u t  t h e  s i gh t i ng a n d, n o t  k n o w i n g  
w h o  to te l l , l ooked i n  a Me l bou r n e  
t e l ep h o n e  d i r e c to ry a t  wo r k . H e  fou n d  t h e  
V U F O R S  con t a c t  n u mbe r a n d  a f te r  a c a l l , 
d u r i n g w h i c h h e  gave de t a i l s  of t h e  
s i g h t i ng, i t  w a s  s ugges ted he con t a c t  
T U F O I C .  T h i s  h e  d i d  o n  t h e  s a m e  day. 

M r • A • w a s  r e t u r n i n g h o m e  i n  a 
M e r cedes, a c a r h e  was us i n g  i n  con n e c t i on 
w i t h t h e  m otor  dea l e rs h i p  he wo r ked f o r. 
H e  h a d  be en to a n  i so l a ted a r ea sou t h ea s t  
o f  L a u n c e s ton ( 3 0 k m )  a n d  w a s  so m e  2 k m  
f ro m  t h e  m a i n  road when h e  no t i ce d  l i g h ts 
be h i n d  t h e  ca r.  A t  t h i s  s ta ge he d i d  n o t  
t a k e  a g re a t de a l  of no t i c e a s s u m i n g t h ey 
we r e  a i r c r a f t o r  h e l i cop t e r  l i g h ts .  

A bou t 1 k m  f ro m  t h e  r o a d  j un c t i on a h e a d, 

t h e  l i gh ts p a s s e d  ove r h i s  veh i c l e a n d  he 
s a w a m a s s  of I i g h t  l a nd on the road a h e ad. 
The c a r  l i gh ts f a i l ed a n d  the motor s topped. 
M r • A • p u l l ed on t h e  h a n db r a ke s topp i n g  
abou t 1 5  m e t r es f ro m  t h e  obj e c t  t h a t 
b l oc k ed t h e  road a h e a d. A c i ga r  to egg- l i ke 
obj e c t, w i t h  b r i g h t  g l ary l i g h ts be l ow, was 
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e s t i ma ted b y  • A •  as  be i n g  5 -6m w i de a n d  
2 m  h i g h .  T h e obje c t, • A • th i n k s ,  was  a g r ey 
co l ou r e d  a n d  be h i n d the l i g h ts wh i c h we r e  
h a r d  to l oo k  a t. 

H e w a s  now d i s t u r bed by t h e  t u r n  i n  
even ts a n d  l eft  t h e  c a r  t o  h i de be h i n d 
roa ds i de b u s h e s .  H e  s a i d  he was  s i c k  w h i l s t  
be h i n d t h e s e  b u s h e s .  • A • now n o t i ced t h a t  
the e a r was  be i n g  d r agged down the road 
tow a rds the obje c t. lt w a s  p u l l ed a bout 
10m, he s a i d, l e a v i n g  r u bbe r ma r k s on the 
road.  He fou n d  i t  ha r d  to e s t i ma te how 
l on g  he wa s o u t  of t h e  c a r b u t  t h i n k s  af t e r  
a fe w mi n u te s  a n o t h e r ve h i c l e app roa c hed 
f rom t h e  s ame d i r e c t ion he had come . A 
ma n i n  a L a n d c r u i s e r  p u l l e d  u p  as the 
ve h i c l e ' s  l i gh ts fa i l ed b u t  the mo tor  kep t 
r un n i ng.  T h e  d r i ve r  t h ough t t h e re  had be en 
an  a c c i de n t but • A • c ame ove r and to l d  
h i  m w h a t h a ppe n e d. 

A h i gh p i tched w h i n i n g n o i s e  w a s  now 
hea rd and the obje c t  took off, c u r v i n g L!p 
and a w a y ,  and d i s a p p e a red in the southe rn 
s ky .  T h e  L a n d c r u i s e r  d r i ve r  s a i d  t h ey s hou l d  
s ay n o t h i n g  a bou t t h e  i n c i d e n t so • A • 
r e t u r n e d  to h i s  c a r  wh i c h  s t a r ted a t  once.  
A s  h e  d r ove a way,  i t  looked a s  if the  
b i t ume n on t h e  road had been me l ted, a n d  
i n  fac t h e  fou n d  some b i t ume n s p l as hed on 
t h e  f ron t of t h e  c a r. O n a r r i v i n g  home • A • 
had  to con t a c t  a bus i n e s s  a s s oc i a te. H e 
r a n g h i m  u p  a t  on c e  a n d  w a s  s u r p r i sed 
w h e n  t h e  a s s oc i a te comp l a i n ed a bo u t  the 
l a te hou r of t h e  c a l l  i t  w a s  a bou t 
midn i ght. • A • was p u z z l e d as i t  w a s  on l y  20 
mi n u tes d r i ve home f r om s i g h t i n g po i n t. T he 
Me r c ede s n eeded e l e c t r i ca l  r epa i r s befo re i t  
was s o l d  to a n e w  own e r. • A • r e tu r n e d  to 
the s i g h t i n g  po i n t  a n d  i t  l oo k e d  to h i m  l i ke 
the roa d had been r e pa i red. Fal l o w up on 
roa d wo r ks foun d  t h a t t h e  s t r e t c h  of road 
had been repa i r ed the we e k  befo re the 
s i g h t i ng.  Some we e k s  passe d befo re TU F O I C  
cou l d  vis i t  t h e  s i gh t i n g  l o c a t i on by wh i c h 
t i me a n y  t r a ce s  had be e n  ob l i te r a ted by 
pass i n g t r aff i c. 

I n  ou r s e cond r e po r t  the re  ce r ta i n l y was 
a con n e c t i on w i t h  the K n o w l es i n c i de n t  -
·u F O  E n coun t e r ? C oa s t e r  a n o t he r v i c t i m• -

r a n  the • A dvoc a te •  a r t i c l e  on J a n u a ry 25 . 
T h e s to ry be i n g  a bou t a B u r n i e  ma n who 
e x pe r i e n c e d  ca r t roub l e, and saw b r i gh t  
l i g h ts ,  wh i l s t  c ros s i n g  N u l l a r bo r th r e e  hou rs  
befo re the K n o w l es s i g h t i ng.  T h e a r t i c l e  
goes o n  t o  te l l  how the B u r n i e ma n was 
c r os s i n g  t h e  N u l l a rbo r  ea r l y on W edne sday,  
J a n u a ry 20 , afte r v i s i t i n g  f r i ends in  P e r th.  

T hey we re t r av e l l i n g  a l on g t h e  E y r e  
h i gh way,  between P e nong a n d  C ed u n a, a t  
2.40 am, w h e n  he hea rd a l oud th ump 
comi n g  f r om above t h e  ve h i c l e .  

• A t  f i rs t I though t i t  w a s  the gas bo t t l e  
off t h e  top of t h e  ca r,  bu t the re's  n o  way 
i t  cou l d  come off because  i t's  s c re wed 
down, • he  s a i d. • T he re 's  s t uff comin g off 
t h a t  roof I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  found •••• l 've gon e  
45 0,000 mi l es a n d  they've neve r come off. • 
H e then s a w  a s e r i es of f l a s h i n g l i g h ts i n  
t h e  s ky wh i ch l as ted fo r a bo u t  15 mi n u tes.  

• T hey we re jus t w h i te fl a s h i n g  l i g h t s 
comi ng to wa rds ea r t h a n d  I d i dn ' t  know 
w h a t  they we re,  • he  s a i d. • l t  se eme d  funny 
that  the wind  p i c k ed up a roun d tha t t ime. • 

T h e ve h i c l e w a s  s imu l tan eous l y  b uffe ted 
by ne a r  g a l e-fo r c e  w i nds t h a t  s hoo k pa r ts 
of the roof a n d  comp l e te l y  be n t  the a e r i a l ,  
bu t c a u s e d  mi n i ma l damage.  

T h e w i n d  l a s ted fo r abo u t  an  hou r and 
t h ey we re b l own a l l  ove r the p l a ce .  •l t 
f r i gh tened the l i v i n g  day l i g h ts ou t of me, • 
he s a i d. H e  had a v i deo camera a n d  a 
no rma l c ame ra b u t  had r u n  ou t of f i lm. H e  
woke h i s  g i r lf r i en d  a n d  t h ey con t i n ued 
d r i v i ng,  s topp i n g  on l y  b r i ef ly  to refue l f r om 
a je r ry c a n .  

T h ey t h e n  d rove t o  A de l a i de w h e re h e  
r e l a ted t h e  i n c i de n t  t o  h i s  un c l e ,  who 
me n t ion e d the fa c t  tha t the re  h a d  been 
anothe r s i g h t i n g  abou t the same t i me. 

•1 d i dn ' t  t h i n k  i t  was the s ame t h i n g as 
we we r e  mi l e s  in fr on t of t hem, bu t when  I 
s a w  i t  on TV a n d  I s ta r ted won de r i n g, • he 
s a i d. • 1  d i d n ' t  th i n k  of U F O s t i l l  my un c l e  
me n t i on e d  i t. • 
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H e  s a i d  h e  w a s  s t i l l  n o t  s u re a s  t o  t h e  
e xa c t  n a t u re of  h i s  e xpe r i e n c e .  •1 don ' t  

k n o w  i f  i t  w a s  a U F O o r  m e teo r i tes,  a n d  I 
t h i n k  t h e  W oo m e r a  r a n ge i s  a rou n d  t h e r e  
s o m e w h e r e .  • 

T a l k i n g  to t h e  w i t n e s s  l a te r , t h e  C e n t r e  
l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s 's  v e h i c l e  l os t  powe r 
d u r i n g  t h e  s i g h t i n g  - i t  wou l d  n o t  go ove r 
7 0 k m/h. T he w i n d e f f e c t l a s te d  on l y  w h i l e 
t h e  l i gh ts we r e  i n  v i e w, n o t  f o r  a n  hou r a s  
s ta te d  i n  t h e  p ap e r .  T h e  l i g h ts t he m s e l ve s  
l oo k e d  l i ke a row o f  b r i gh t  w h i te s t e a dy 
be a m s  cove r i n g  a w i de a r e a  of t h e  s ky to 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  T he c a r  r e g a i n e d  powe r  a n d  
t h e  w i n d  e f f e c t  s topped w h e n  t h e  l i g h ts 
d i s appe a r e d. 

Ou r f i n a l  c a s e  oc c u r r e d  a t  s e a ,  a l o n g  
way f ro m  t h e  N u l l  a r bo r ,  b u t  i t  w a s  on t h e  
s a m e  n i g h t a n d  s i m i l a r  to s o m e  o t h e r  
r epo r ts ,  a bo u t  t h a t  t i m e, w h i c h oc c u r r e d  a t  
s e a .  l t  w a s  t h e  n i g h t  of J a n u a ry 20-21 , a s  
on e of  t h e  T as m a n i an y a c h ts i n  t h e  ta l l  
s h i ps r a c e  h e a de d  n o r t h  of  t h e  N e w Sou t h  
W a l e s c oa s t, n e a r C a pe P e r pe n d i c u l a r . T he 
s ky w a s  ove r c a s t  a n d  t h e  s e a s  rough.  

I n i t i a l l y, ou r m a i n  w i t n e s s  saw a w h i te 
l i g h t to t h e  s te r n  of t h e  y a c h t  a n d  a s s u m ed 

i t  to be a n  a i r c r a f t. T h e n  m ay be a 
he l i cop te r as i t  m oved to t h e  e a s t a n d  
be c a m e  s ta t i on a r y .  T he l i g h t a p pe a r e d  to be 
on l y  20- 3 0 m  a bove t h e  s e a  a n d, a f te r  go i n g 
b r i gh t  a n d  d i m ,  w e n t o u t. 

A s e con d l i g h t  was s e e n  s oon a f te r  by 
f o u r w i t n e s s e s .  T h i s  h a d  a pe r i m e t e r  of 
s m a l l  w h i te l i gh t  w h i c h c h a n ge d  to r e d  a n d  
d ropped i n to t h e  wa t e r be l ow. T he p a r e n t 
l i gh t t h e n  m ov e d  a way a t  g r e a t s peed. 

A t h i r d l i g h t  w a s  n o w  n o ted on t h e  
s ta r boa r d  bow. A f t e r  1 0  m i n u tes i t  was 
abea m the y a c h t  and l oo k e d  ve ry s t e ady 
a l though the s e a  was r o u g h .  A be a m  of 
l i g h t w a s  v i s i b l e  s h i n i n g on to the w a t e r  
be l ow .  I n s p e c t i on o f  t h i s  be a m  w i t h 
b i n o c u l a rs s howed n ot h i n g  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  way 
of s h i p' s  s upe r s t r u c t u r e s .  
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F i n a l l y ,  30 m i n u tes l a te r  a n d  now n e a r 
2a m ,  a red l i g h t  a p p e a red l o w on t h e  w a te r 

of f t h e  po r t  bow. T h i s  l i gh t appe a red to be 
on l y  1 0  boa t l e n g h ts a way and 3 boa t l e n g h ts 
o u t  to t h e  s i de .  T h e l i g h t  m a i n ta i n e d  i ts 
pos i t i on even w h e n  t h e  w i t n e s s  took h i s  
y a c h t  i n to a 3 6 0  deg ree t u r n .  T he l i g h t  w a s  
i n  f ron t of t h e  y a c h t  f o r  a bo u t  on e a n d  
h a l f  hou r s .  Sudde n l y ,  a b r i g h t  w h i te l i g h t  l i t  
up a bove t h e  r e d  l i g h t, f o r  a bo u t  5 s e con ds,  
then it  we n t  ou t a n d  t h e  red l i g h t  a l so 
d i s appe a red.  

D u r i n g t h e  t i m e  t h e  l i gh ts we r e  seen,  t h e  
ve s s e l a n d  t h e  wi t n e s s e s  we r e  f u l l of s t a t i c  
e l e c t r i c i ty t o  s u c h  a n  e x te n t  t h a t s p a r k s  
c a m e  of f t h e  s tee r i n g  whee l on to t h e  

wi t n e s s e s  h a n d s .  T he n e x t  day a l l  t h e  
s t a i n l e s s  f i t t i n g s  a n d  d e c kp l a te w e r e  
cove r e d  i n  a red r u s t  wh i c h t h e  own e r  h a d  
g r e a t  t roub l e  i n  r e m ov i ng.  

T h e w i t n e s s  has  h a d  t h e  y a c h t f o r  5 
y e a rs a n d  don e m a n y  thou s a n ds of m i l es of 
o c e a n  s a i l i n g p l us s a i l i n g  in o t h e r  pa r ts of 
t h e  wo r l d.  H e  h a d  neve r had a n  e xpe r i en ce 
l i ke t h i s  be f o r e  a n d  cou l d  n o t  f i n d a n  
e x p l a n a t i on s  f o r  t h e  eve n ts .  N o  s a m p l es o f  
t h e  r u s t  we re t a k e n  a n d  i t  was seve r a l  
m on t h s  be f o r e  t h e  C e n t re l e a rn t o f  t h e  

s i g h t i n g  a n d  we re a b l e  to ob ta i n  de t a i l s 
a bou t t h e  r e po r t. 

H ow m a ny o t h e r s i g h t i n gs wen t 
u n r e co r ded i n  l a te J a n u a ry ? T h e  th ree 
c a ses a bove a l l  i n c l ude a w i de r a n ge of the 
p h e no m e n a  a s soc i a ted wi t h  r e po r ts of 
U n i de n t i f i ed F l y i n g  Obj e c ts .  

R ef e r e n c e s: 

N t h .  T a s .  1 4/1 2/8 8 T A  8 7 0 72 
N u l l a r bo r  2 1 /1 /88 T A 8805 3 
Of f N S W 20-2 1 /1 /8 8  T A  8 8 0 7 4  
N t h. T as .  Me l bo u r n e  S u n  22/1 /8 8 
H oba r t  Me r c u ry 22/1 /88 
L a u n ce s ton E xa m i n e r  23/1 /88 
V U F O R S A p r i l  1 9 8 8  
T U F O I C A n n u a l  R epo r t  1 988 a n d  J un e  
N ews l e t te r  1 9 88 
N u l l a r bo r  eve n t- B u r n i e  A dvoc a te 25/1 /88 & 
T U  F O I C N e ws l e t t e r  Oc t. 1 9 8 8• 



A POSSIBLE VEHICLE 

INTERFENCE CASE 

B Y  B R Y A N D I C KESON AN D M O I R A  MCG HEE 

U F O R ESEA R C H A U STRA L I A  NSW B R AN C H  

T he fol lowing event occ urred on Thursday 
Sept ember 22, 1988, near Wal cha, New 
South Wales, at approxi mately 1930 hours. 
T here was one witness whose experience 
lasted ten min utes. L ater, at 2200 hours, 
three wi tnesses had an experience that also 
l asted for 10 minutes. 

Aft e r comp l e t i n g wo r k  on t he T h u rsday,  
M r F .  d r ove from Po rt  Macqua r i e  to 
A rm i d a l e  v i a  W a l c h a  to col l ec t  h i s son a n d  
h i s  s o n ' s  fr i end,  a n d  r e t u r n ed to Po r t  
Macq ua r i e  ( M r F ' s  s o n  wa s t h e n  a 19 ye a r  
o ld ,  s e con d y e a r  l i be r a l  a r t s  s t udent  a t  t h e 
l oc a l  u n i ve r s i t y).  

M r F .  was  t r a ve l l i n g at  a good s pe ed of 
a round 10 0- 105 km pe r ho u r  i n  a W N W  d i ­
r e c t ion a l on g  a st r a i gh t  s e c t ion of t h e 
O x l ey H i g h w a y  some 8- 10 km befo re W a l c h a ,  
when h i s  c a r  s udde n l y  lost  powe r wi t h i n  a 
ma t t e r  of s econds.  H i s s pe ed d ropped to 
a bo u t  60 km pe r hou r (down to second ge a r ) ,  
a n d  M r  F .  t ho u g h t  t he c a r  wou l d  s t a rt  mi s­
fi r i n g  a n d  s t op a l toge t he r  (Pos i t i on : 30 Dg 
5 9 '  +0.5 '  Sou t h ,  15 1 deg 39' +2' E a st ) .  T he 
powe r l os s  pe r s i s t e d  fo r a boUt t e n  mi n u t e s ,  
un t i l  h e  wa s some 1-2 km from W a l c h a  ( t h e 
l i g h t s  of t h e town s h i p  ca me c l e a r l y  i n to 
v i ew),  w h e n  fu l l  e n g i n e powe r ret u r n e d  j u st  
as  q u i c k l y  a s  i t  had  faded,  and he con t i n ued 
t h rough W a l c h a  town s h i p, t u r n ed no r t h  onto 
the U r a l l a  R oad and c a r r i ed on to A rm i da l e  
wi t ho u t  fu r t h e r p rob l ems . 

T he O x l ey H i g hway a n d  U ra l l a  R oad a r e 
l i t t l e  u s e d  by t r aff i c  d u r i n g  we ekday 
eve n i n gs  a n d  M r F .  says  he s a w  on l y  one o r  
t w o  ot he r ve h i c l e s o n  t h e  road d u r i n g  t h e  

e n t i re jou r ney. T h e r e w a s  no ot he r t r affi c  
i n  t he a r e a  a t  t he t i me. 

T h i s  oc c u r red aft e r  twi l i g h t ,  and M r F .  
wa s con c e r n ed be c a use a t  a round 1930 
hou rs,  i t  wo u l d  have bee n  d i ffi c u l t  fo r h im 
to get me c h a n i c a l  he l p  l oc a l l y. 

M r  F .  did not h a ve t he c a r  r a d i o  on at 
a l l ,  be c a us e  r e c e pt ion in t h i s  a r ea is usu a l l y 
poo r.  

Some mome n t s  befo re h i s  c a r beg a n  to 
l os e  powe r ,  M r F .  had not i c ed a defi n i te ,  
br ight  red d i s h-o r a n ge l i g h t  (a  fa i r l y  s teady 
po i n t so u r c e  l i ke a l a rge s t a r ) about  20 de­
g r ees up from the ho r i zon in  the e a r l y  
n i g h t  s ky ,  a n d  d i re c t l y  ahead i n  h i s  wi nd­
s c reen.  T he co l ou r wa s desc r i bed a s  • mo r e  
r ed t h a n  o r ange,  • but  d i ffe r e n t  to a n y  t r af­
f i c  l i ght  co lours .  

M r F .  me n t ioned t h a t  t h e re  i s  a TV 
towe r wi t h  a red l i g h t  on i t  pe rched on a 
h i l l  n e a r  to, but n o r t h  of, W a l c ha ( a bout  2 
o r  3km n o r t hwa rds of t h e town s h i p, M r F .  
t hough t ) .  T he l i g h t  i s  n o t  a l ways v i s i b l e  
(depe nd i n g  o n  yo u r  r e l a t i v e  pos i t ion)  b u t  t he 
towe r i s  a p romi n e n t  fe at u r e  i n  t he l oca l i ty 
and we l l - kn own to M r  F .  The road to 
A rmida l e  s k i r t s  we l l  c l e a r  of the h i l l  and 
towe r,  to t h e  sou t h  then  t h e we s t  as  you 
go t h rough W a l cha.  

M r  F .  co u l d  not  i d e n t ify t he r ed l i g h t  i n  
t h e  s ky a s  be i n g  t he norma l towe r l i ght  ( i t  
wa s fa r too h i g h  u p  and too fa r sout h )  and 
t hought  t h i s wa s u n u s u a l  a t  t he t ime. 

M r F. be l i eved t he red I i g h t  was con s i d­
e r a b l y  c l os e r  t h a n  the towe r,  somewhe re 
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be tween h i s  c a r a n d  · W a l c h a  and pos s i b l y  
on l y  a h u n d r ed me t r e s  o r  s o  u p  i n  t he a i r ; 
ce r t a i n l y  l owe r t h a n  300 me t r es .  O n c e  h i s  
ca r beg a n  mi s be h a v i n g ,  h e  wa s un a b l e  to 
con t i n ue v i ew i n g t he po i n t  sou r c e  and cou l d  
not r ememb e r e x a c t l y  when  h e  n o  longe r 
not i c ed i t . 

Mr F .  con t i n ued to A rm i d a l e ,  co l l e c t ed 
h i s  son a nd h i s  fr i en d  a n d  made t he r e t u r n 
jou r n ey.  Aft e r  pa s s i n g t h rough W a l c h a ,  on 
t h e  si i g h t  upwa rd s l ope head i ng E S E  away 
from t h e town , and a t  e x a c t l y  t he s ame po­
s i t i on on t h e  O x l ey H i ghway as h i s  c a r  had 
• come r i g h e  on the way up,  t h e  c a r e x­
pe r i en c ed e x a c t l y  t h e  s ame powe r l os s  as 
befo re.  T h i s  oc c u r  red  a t  a I i t t l e  aft e r  2200 
ho u r s.  T he s pe edome t e r  s howed t h e  s ame 
loss  of ve l oc i t y ( 100-105 to 60 km pe r hou r ) .  

W h i l e  t he red u c t i on i n  s pe ed was t a k i n g  
p l a c e ,  t he a i r  t empe r a t u r e i n s i d e  t h e  c a r 
was  r a p i d l y  d r oppi n g  from • n o rma l •  to c h i l l y  
(1lt wa s l i k e wa l k i n g  i n to a coo l - room, o r  
l i ke ge t t i n g out  o f  t he c a r  when  I made a 
t r i p  t o  t h e Bl ue Mou n t a i n s  one wi n t e r' s  day 
some ye a r s ago - ve ry e e r i e •) .  T he wi n­
dows we r e  u p  a n d  t he c a r heat e r s on l y  
s l i g h t l y  on , mos t l y  fo r ve n t i l a t ion ( i t  was  a 
mi l d  e ve n i n g ) .  T he o t h e r t wo peop l e  i n  t he 
c a r not i c e d  a n d  r efe r red to t h e s ame t em­
pe r a t u r e d ro p. 

T he r e  w a s  no a p pa r e n t  c h a n g e  i n  a i r  
p r e s s u re ,  a n d  n o  con d e n s a t i on fo rmed on 
wi n dows o r  c a r  s u rfa ces.  T he sma l l  a i rfl ow 
i n to t h e  c a r seemed to con t i n ue at  t h e  
• n e a r-no rma l • t empe r a t u re,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e­
d u c e  t h e c o l d  i n s i d e  a t  a l l .  lt wa s co l d  
enough to ma k e  t hem a l l  wa n t  to s t a r t  
s h i ve r i n g aft e r  seve r a l  mi n u t es .  T he r e wa s 
no mi s t i n g  of t h e b r ea t h  by t he coo l e r  a i r . 

G l an c i n g a t  t h e e n g i n e  t empe r a t u r e 
ga uge,  M r F .  s a w  i t  d rop s t e ad i l y  from 1/3 
way round t h e  d i a l  ( n o rma l c a r r u n n i n g 
t empe ra t u re a t  a round 80 d e g rees  C e l s i us )  
to  ze ro, s im u l t a n e ou s l y  w i t h  the powe r l os s. 

A s  befo r e ,  M r F .  not i c e d  a red po i n t 
sou r c e  of. l i g h t  t h r ough h i s  w i n ds c reen ( some 
20 de g r e e s  up i n  t h e  E S E  n i g h t  s ky) .  H e  
was un a b l e  t o  g i ve t h i s  l i g h t  muc h a t t e n t i on 
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d u r i n g  t h e  ten mi n u tes  or so t h a t  t h e coo l ­
i ng and l os s  of powe r l a s t ed. 

W he n  t h ey came to t he s ame po i n t  on 
t he road whe re t h e  c a r had fi r s t  s t a r t ed to 
l os e  powe r  on t h e  way up to A rmida l e , t he 
e n g i n e  r e t u r n ed to no rma l .  T h e tempe ra­
t u r e ga uge rose from ze ro to no rma l ,  and 
t h e a i r  i n s i de t he c a r soon wa rmed up. 
T he r e wa s no ot he r t r affi c  on t h e  road 
du r i ng t h i s  t ime. 

T he t h r e e  t h en comp l e t ed the rema i nde r 
of t h e i r  jou r ney w i t hout  fu r t he r in c i de n t .  

M r  F .  ha s made t he r o u n d  t r i p  t o  
A rmida l e  a bout a dozen t ime s i n  t h e  two 
yea rs p r i o r  to Sept embe r 19 88, and seve ra l 
t imes s i n c e .  T he jou r ney t a ke s  h im just  on 
t h r ee ho u r s each way, and t h i s  pa r t i c u l a r  
round t r i p  was no e x ce pt i on ( i .e. t h e re was 
ve r y  l i t t l e  o r  no e x t r a  t ime i n vo l ved i n  t h i s  
t r i p, n o  t ime not a c coun t ed fo r) .  

M r F ,  h is  son a n d  h is  son 's  fr i e n d  a l l  r e­
po r t ed t h a t  t hey fe l t  some w h a t  mo r e  t i r ed 
t h a n  us ua l  fo r about  a we e k  aft e r  t he 
eve n t ,  but t h a t  t h e re we re no ot he r ,  en­
d u r i n g s i de effe c t s .  

M r  F ' s  c a r i s  a 4 doo r ,  C h r ys l e r  S i gma 
G E ( 1979 )  w i t h  a 2 l i t r e A s t ron O H C 
(ove r head c am) e n g i n e ,  a 12V e l e c t r i c a l  sys­
t em, and e l ec t ron i c  i gn i t ion.  T he e n g i n e  
t empe r a t u r e ga uge i s  a b ime t a l l ic s t r i p  and 
t he rm i s t o r  de v i ce. 

( M  r F ' s  pa r t i c u l a r  mode l has  a s econd t h e r­
m i s  t o r  c i r c u i t  I i n ked to a fl a s h i n g I i g h t  on 
t he das h boa rd to i n d i c a t e  when fue l i n  t h e  
pet rol  t a n k  i s  a l most  empt y. T h i s  second 
system did not re g i s t e r  a n y t h i n g  u n u s u a l  
d u r i n g  t h e pe r i od o f  eng i n e  powe r l oss ,  a l ­
t hough i t  d i d  ope r a t e  no rma l l y  and s t a r t 
b l i n k i n g  towa rds jo u rney's end nea r P o r t  
Macq ua r i e, when fue l w a s  l ow.) 

M r  F .  doe s  muc h  of h i s  own c a r s e r v i c­
i n g  and has  had no ot he r ve h i c l e  t ro u b l e s  of 
t he k i nd r e po r t ed fo r t he eve n i ng of 
Septembe r 22 ( l oss  of powe r,  t empe r a t u r e  
ga uge ma lfun c t i on ) ,  befo re o r  s i nce.  
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AST R O N O M IC A L  C O N SIDE R A TIO N S­
September 22, 1988. 

( F o r  1930- 195 0  ho u r s a n d  215 5 - 2220 hou r s? 
Da y l i g h t  s a v i n g bega n S u n d a y  O c tobe r 30, 
19 88.) 

S u n s e t  a t  1 7 5 1  h r s ( d a r k by a bout  181 0 h r s ) .  
Sou t h e r n  Ve r n a l  E q u i nox - Sept embe r 23, 
19 88. 
N e x t fu l l moon - Se p t embe r 26, 19 88, a t  
05 07 h r s. 

Me r c u r y  
l o w  i n  
ho r i zon)  

Ve n u s  
Ma r s  
J u p i t e r 
Sa t u r n  

Planetary Pos i t ions: 

R i ses  Sets  

- 0636- 19 5 4  b r i g h t ,  but ve ry 
W sky ( l e s s  than 5 deg a bove 

- 0343- 1426 n ot e l i g i b l e  
- 1809-0629 not e l i g i b l e  
- 225 9-0911 not e l i g i b l e  
- 10 22-0040 not e l i g i b l e  

Promi nent St ars: 

Vega ( a - L y r ae )  - Mag 0.0,  b r i g h t  w h i t e ,  l es s  
t h a n  2 0  deg a bove N N W  ho r i zon at  1930. 

A n t a res  (a- Sco r p i i )  Mag 1.2, red g i a n t ,  
a pp rox.  45 deg a bove W S W  ho r i zon a t  1930. 

H ama l ( a- A r i e t i s ) - Mag 2.0, ( co l ou r not 
fou n d ) ,  a p p ro x  10 deg a bove E N  E ho r i zon at  
215 5 

A c h e rn a r  ( a - E r i da n i )- Mag 0.6, bl ue-w h i t e ,  
a pp rox 5 0  d e g  a bove S S E ho r i zon a t  215 5 

( N e i t h e r  Me r c u r y n o r  a n y  of t h e  promi n e n t  
s t a rs a bove a r e n e a r  to t h e  obje c t ' s  pos i­
t i on,  as  n o t ed at e i t h e r t i me by M r  F . ) 

Weather: 

T h e  l oc a l  weat he r co nd i t i o n s  fo r two 
days e i t h e r  s i de of 22/9 we r e  s t a b l e a n d  
r a i n-f r e e  ( c a u s ed b y  a s l ow-mov i n g an t i cy­
c l one s i t u a t ed to t h e N W  O F  N . S. W . s t a t e) .  
T h i s  a n t i cy c lone produced a s l i g h t  we s t e r l y  
a i rf low ove r t h e  a r e a  a round W a l c h a  d u r i n g  
t he t i me o f  M r  F ' s  t r i p. 
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No rma l outdoo r a i r t empe r a t u r e fo r t h e  
a r ea at  19 30 hou r s  wou l d  have b e e n  a round 
21-23 de g r ees  C e l s i us and the h umi d i t y l e s s  
t h a n  6 5  pe r c e n t ;  a t  2200 hou rs  be tween 
15 -20 de g r ees  C e l s i us and t h e  h umi d i t y l e s s  
t h a n  70 pe r cent .  

A l t i t ude and Ter rain: 

T he pa rt i c u l a r  s t retch  of road i s  a t  an 
a l t i t ude of be tween 105 0  and 1100 me t r es,  
s l i g h t l y  un d u l a t i n g ,  wi t h  s e ve r a l  c u t t i n gs.  
T h e r e  is  a n  ove r a l l  ge n t l e  u pwa rd s l ope i n­
l a nd,  hea d i n g  wes twa rds. 

A t r a n s ve r se s e c t ion of t h e a r ea i s  at ­
t a c hed. T h i s  i n d i c a t es t h a t  on fi r s t  ap­
p r oa c h i n g W a l c h a ,  t h e  TV towe r a n d  I i g h t  
wo u l d  have be e n  ve ry low o n  t h e  ho r i zon 
( s amp l e  l i n es of s i g h t s  i n d i c a t e  be l ow 5 de­
g r ees a l t i t ude,  un t i l  we l l  i n s ide  t he affec t ed 
zon e a n d  on l y  a few k i l omet res fr om 
W a l c ha i t s e lf).  Mos t  of a l l ,  t h e  ro l l i n g  t e r­
r a i n  mos t l y  obs c u res the towe r a n d  l i g h t  
when a pp roa ch i n g  from t he e a s t .  

T wo promi nen t g r a n i t e (1200 met r e  a l t i ­
t ude)  b l uffs , just to t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  road 
in t he c e n t re  of t he affe c t ed zon e ,  a r e of 
some i n t e rest  a n d  wou l d  s e em to i n d i cat e 
t h a t  t h e  objec t  was l oc a t ed be tween t h e se 
and t he r oad. 

T he lo c a l  t e r r a i n  comp r i s es most l y  
ro l l i ng,  ope n coun t ry w i t h  ve ry oc c a s ion a l  
pa t c hes  of s c r ub. 

G eog r a p h i c a l l y , t h e  a r ea comp r i se s  mos t l y  
l owe r Pe rmi an ( a n c i e n t )  m i gma t i tes  
(me t amo r phosed s c h i s t s  or  gn e i s s ) ;  wi t h  oc­
c a s ion a l  bas a l t i c  out c rops ( b l uffs) of mo re 
recent  o r i g i n , i .e.  t e rt i a ry i n t r us i ve a l k a l i n e 
ba s a l t  ( do l e r i t e) 

W a l c h a  is  a sma l l i s h  town wi t h  a pop u l a­
t i on of a r ound 3400. lt wa s a c e n t r e  fo r 
Ma n g a n e s e  mi n i n g ea r l i e r  t h i s  ce n t u r y but 
t he mi n e s  a re now c l os ed. T he s u r round i n g 
l a n d  s t i l l  appea rs  to con t a i n  a n umbe r of 
mi n i n g l e ases  and con cess ion a r eas.  

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e a r ea i s  s pa r s e l y  pop u l at ed, 
wit h s c a t t e red fa rmi ng p rope rt i es .  
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A PO S SI B L E  V E H I C L E  I N T E R F E R E N C E CAS E 

T H E  F OU R  UNUSUA L E F F E C T S  
R E PO R T E D  W E R E  

A. L os s  of Powe r by t he E ng i n e. 

C rys l e r  S i gma G E c a r  ma n ua l  l i s t s  fou r  
pos s i b l e  c a us e s :  

1. W e a r a n d  t e a r  of t he d i s t r i bu t o r  
con t a c t s. 

2. F a i l u r e  of t h e  va c u um ad v a n c e  un i t .  
3. Ma lfun c t ion o f  t he v a c u um ad v a n c e  un i t .  
4 .  F a i l u r e o f  t h e  e l ec t ron i c  i gn i t i on system. 

A l l  c a u s e s  req u i r e  ope r a t o r  ( i .e.  me­
c h a n i c )  a t t e n t ion of va ry i n g deg r e e s  and e x­
c e pt fo r 3. wo u l d  r e c u r  wi t ho u t  r e pl a c eme n t  
o f  pa r t s .  ( 3. mi g h t  r eq u i r e t h e  recon n ec­
t i on of a l oose va c u um p i pe , fo r e x ampl e ) 

B .  L os s  of H ea t  w i t h i n  Ve h i c l e  I n t e r i o r .  

T he r e  w a s  n o  d e t e c t a b l e  a tmos phe r i c  
p r e s s u r e  l os s ,  s o  t he t empe r a t u r e  d rop can­
not be a t t r i bu t ed to a s udden  l o s s  of  p r es­
s u re.  T he t empe r a t u r e  d r op r e po r t ed cou l d  
have be e n  of t he o r d e r of 10 - 15 de g r ees  
C e l c i us .  

T h e t h r e e  common me c h a n i sms fo r t r ans­
fe r of  h e a t  a r e con d u c t ion,  con v e c t i o n ,  and  
r ad i a t i o n .  

e R ad i a t i ve h e a t  l o s s  to t h e  ou t s i d e  a tmo­
s phe re of 10 - 15 deg rees  ove r a few s e c­
onds i s  a n  un l i k e l y  c a us e  of t he cool i n g  be­
c a use t h e  ou t s i d e  a i r  t empe r a t u r e  wou l d  
h a ve h a d  t o  b e  a c o u p l e  of h u n d red deg rees  
be l ow z e ro t h i s e x t e r n a l t e m pe r at u r e 
d iffe re n t i a l i s  e x t r eme l y  un l i ke l y  ( a s  con­
fi rmed by Mr F ) . T he fi g u r e of a 10 - 15 
deg r e e s  r e d u c t i on i n  t empe r a t u r e i s  con s e r­
va t i ve l y  s u gge s t ed h e r e ,  as t h i s wou l d  not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  c a u s e  h uma n b r e a t h  to con d e n s e  
a s  a va pou r ,  g i ve n  t h e  • n o rma l • o u t s i d e h u­
mi d i t y r a n ge e x i s t i n g  a t  t he t i me. 

e T h e c a r  i n t e r i o r  i s  ( v i r t ua l l y )  an e n c l osed 
a i r vo l ume , so con v e c t ion can be r u l ed out.  

e C on d uc t i on effe c t s  are u s u a l l y obs e r ved 
in so l i d s  ( e s pe c i a l l y  me t a l  o bje c t s ) ,  con t a i n-
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i n g  a t empe ra t u re d iffe ren t i a l ,  and  occ u r  
r e l at i ve l y  s l ow l y. 

C on v e nt i on a l  h e a t  t r an sfe r 
t h e r efo r e  s e ems un l i ke l y. 

C .  T empo r a ry 
T h e rmome t e r. 

M a l fun c t ion of 

me t hods 

E n g i n e 

T he r e  a r e  no kn own phys i c a l  effe c t s  
wh i c h c a n  e x t r a c t  t h e  heat  f rom a s u bstan­
t i a l  me t a l l i c ma s s  s u c h  a s  a n  eng i n e  b loc k 
( a n d  i t s  i n t eg r a l  wat e r  coo l i n g system) and 
t h e ret u r n  the s ame amoun t of e n e rgy to 
the b loc k some mi n u tes  l a t e r. T h e refo re ,  i t  
may be mo r e  usefu l t o  con s i de r t h a t  t h e  
t empe r a t u r e  mo n i t o r  •ma lfun c t ion e d •  i n  
some way.  

T he t empe r a t u r e  ga uge uses  a b ime t a l l i c 
st r i p  a n d  a semi con d u c t o r  t he rm i s t o r  type 
s e nd i n g  un i t .  W h en on e end of t h e b ime t a l ­
l i c s t r i p  i s  he a t ed,  i t  g e n e r a t e s  a sma l l  
e l ec t r i c  c u r r e n t  w h i c h  i s  s t a b i l i sed by t he 
s e n s i t i ve t he rm i s t o r  and r e g i s t e red on t h e  
i n s t r ume n t  pa n e l .  Sem i con d u c t o r  ope r a t ions  
a r e e as i l y effe c t ed by e x t e r n a l  e l ec t romag­
n e t i c  fi e l d s wh i c h i n c rease t h e i r  e l ec t r i ca l  
cond uc t i v ity  and g r e a t l y  reduce t he i r  s e n s i ­
t i v i ty. I n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a n  e x t e r n a l e l ec­
t r i c  fi e l d  the h e a t  ga uge need l e  wo u l d  d rop. 
H oweve r ,  i t  s hou l d  be noted t h a t  t h e me t a l  
bod y of t h e ca r bo n n e t  wo u l d  l a r ge r l y  s h i e l d  
t h e  t h e rm i s t o r  from s uc h  an  effect.  

T he l ow fue l r e g i s t rat ion t h e rm i s  to r op­
e r a t es on a s l i g h t l y  d iffe r e n t  p r i n c i p l e  to 
t h e tempe r a t u r e ga uge • T h e  t he rm i s t o r  is a 
sma l l  c y l i n de r at t a c h ed to t h e  i n t e r i o r  of 
t h e fue l t a n k  and con n e c t ed to t he e a r 12 
vo l t  s y s t em so t h a t  a sma l l  c u r re n t  fl ows 
t h rough i t . The rmi stors  a r e su scept i b l e  to 
c h a n g e s  in t empe r a t u re ( t he i r  e l e c t r i c a l  re­
s i s t an c e  d e c reases ! ) ,  so on c e  t he d e v i c e  i s  
n o  longe r ba t hed/coo l ed i n  pet rol , t h e  de­
v i c e i s  h e a t ed s l i g h t l y  by t h e  e l ec t r i c a l  c u r­
r e n t ,  w h i c h  fu r t h e r dec reases  t h e  res i s t a n c e.  
T he i n c r e a s ed c u r r e n t  pa ss i n g t h rough the 
t h e rmi s t o r  c a uses the pet rol  l ow l ev e l l i g h t  
to bl i n k . T h i s  t h e rm i s  to r i s  tota l l y s u r­
rounded by pe t ro l  t a n k  ( i .e.  do ub ly  me t a l ­
s h i e l ded from an e x t e r n a l  ma g n e t i c  fi e l d) 
and mi g h t  t h e refo r e  not be affe c t ed by an 
e x t e r n a l  magnet i c  fi e l d. 
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D. P e r s i s t i n g T i r e d n e s s  i n  O bs e r ve r s .  

A t  t h i s  s t age,  i t  i s  a I mo st i m po s s  i b I e to 
a s s e s s  t h e c a us e  a n d e x t e n t  of t h i s  r e po r t ed 
effe c t. H oweve r ,  i t  de se rves  t o  be reco rded 
fo r fut u r e r efe re n c e .  

E L E C T R O M AG N E T I C  E FF E C T S  M OD ELS 

W he re some a e r i a l  obj e c t  may be impl i­
c a t ed w i t h ve h i c l e i n t e rfe r e n c e  effe c t s ,  
U F O i n v e s t i ga t o r s  freq ue n t l y  t r y to a t ­
t r i bute  some e l e c t romag n e t i c  effe c t s  a s  t he 
ca use.  

Ide a l l y , t he r e i s  a p r efe r e n c e  fo r fi nd i n g  
on e o r  two e l ec t roma gn et i c  • mod e l s •  wh i c h  
comb i n e a n d  e n compa s s  a l l  of t he obse r ved 
effe c t s  a s  n e at l y  a s  pos s i b le .  On t h i s  occa­
s i on , i t  i s  ve ry  d i ff i c u l t  to fi n d  s u i t a b l e  
cand i d a t e s  fo r a l l  fo u r  of t he effe c t s  re­
po r t ed. 

Effe c t s  1, 2, and 4 may be con s i s t e n t  
w i t h e x pos u r e  t o  some h i g h- i n t e n s i t y,  h i g h­
freq uen c y  osc i l l a t i n g  ma gn e t i c  fi e l d. 

lt s ho u l d  be noted t ha t  e l e c t ron i c  i g n i t ion 
s y s t ems we re i n s t a l l ed in  a l l  S i gma C Es  af­
t e r  A ug u s t  1 978. T he s e  s y s t ems con t a i n  
p r i n t ed semi con d u c t o r  c i r c u i t r y w h i c h  co u l d  
be s o  affe c t ed b y  a s t ron g e x t e r n a l  mag­
n e t i c  fie l d  a s  to c a u se t empo r a r y ( b u t  to­
t a l l y  r e ve r s i b l e )  mi s t imi ng.  

Howe ve r ,  i t  wo u l d  be d i ffi c u l t  to r e c re­
a t e  t h e s e  t h r e e  so r t s  of effe c t s  unde r con­
t r o l l ed cond i t i on s ,  us i n g  p r e s e n t  tec h n i c a l  
kn ow- how. 

T he r a p i d  cool i n g  of a i r  r e po r t ed i n s i de 
t he c a r i s  e x t reme l y  un usua l .  Of  some 5 0 0 
ve h i c l e  i n t e rfe r e n c e  c a s e s ,  M o i  r a  wa s a b l e  
to f i n d  on l y  s i x  (j ust  ove r 1 pe r c e n t )  i n ­
vo l ve coo l i n g. ( U nfo r t un a t e l y , mos t  of 
t he s e  l is t i n g  a c co u n t s  do not i n c l ude de t a i l s  
of c a r i g n i t i on,  w i r i n g,  o r  c a r  t y pe. )  

E l e c t roma g n e t i c  effe c t s  assoc i at ed w i t h 
t he rma l c h a n g e s  - t he rmoe l e c t r i c  effe c t s  -
a re u s ua l l y r es t r i c t e d  to sma l l -s c a l e , o r  l o-

c a l i zed e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t ry. H e a t i ng effe c t s  
a re q u i t e  common he re,  b u t  coo l i n g  effe c t s  
a re muc h l e s s  freq ue n t  and p roba b l y  i r r e l e­
v a n t  fo r ou r p u r poses.  

M agnetoc a l o r i c  effec t s  i n vo l v i n g  he a t  r e­
mova l by a ma gn et i c  fi e l d  a r e e x t reme l y  
r a re a n d  r e s e rved fo r sma l l - s c a l e , s pe c i a l i s t  
l a bo r a t o r y  appl i c a t i on s .  T he on l y  known ef­
fe c t s  w h i c h mi g h t be i n vo l ved i s  c a l l ed ad i ­
a ba t i c  demagn et i z a t i on .  I n  t he l a bo r atory  
a d i abat i c  dema gn et i z a t i on i s  used to s upe r­
cool l i q u i d  he l i um to w i t h i n  a fe w deg rees  
of a bsol u t e  ze ro fo r e x pe r imen t a l  pu r poses.  

T he p rocess  i n vo l ve s  pl a c i n g a s t ron g l y  
pa r ama g n e t i c  s u bs t a n ce ( us ua l l y  a s a l t ) i n to 
an e l ec t romagnet i c  fi e l d. U nde r t he i nfl u­
e n c e  of t he ma gn e t i c  fi e l d , t he e l e c t ron s ,  
w h i c h ma k e  t he s a l t  pa ramagn e t i c , l i n e  u p  
i n  a n  o rde r l y  wa y,  re l e a s i n g he a t  i n  t he 
p roc ess .  T h i s  e x c e s s  he a t  i s  removed ( by 
l i q u i d  he l i um coo l a n t ) .  W he n  t he mag n e t i c  
f i e l d  i s  sw i t c hed off, t he pa rama g n e t i c  
e l ect ron s un-a l i gn t h ems e l ve s ,  a bso r b i n g  
he a t  from t he i r  i mmed i a t e  e n v i ronme n t .  

T he on l y  rea son w hy t h i s  proc ess  i s  
wo r t h con s i de r i n g  he r e,  i s  be c a us e  atmo­
s p he r i c  oxygen mo l e c u l es a r e  s i gn ifi c a n t l y  
pa r ama gn e t i c . U nd e r  t he i nfl u e n c e  of a 
ve ry s t ron g (and pos s i b ly  os c i l l at i n g )  mag­
n et i c  fi e l d , the ma gnetoc a l o r i c  coo l i n g  ef­
fec t  co u l d  become s i gn if i c a n t . 

Howeve r ,  t he a c t u a l  me c han i sms a n d  
con d i t i o n s  i n vo l ved fo r ad i a ba t i c  dema g n e t i ­
zat i on i n side t h e  ca r a r e un c l e a r  - w he n­
eve r I ma ke a few reason a b l e  ( ? )  a s s ump­
t i on s a n d  use t he a p p rop r i a t e  c a l c u l a t i ons ,  I 
get  ext r eme ly h i g h magn e t i c  fi e l d  va l ue s  
and freq ue n c i e s. T he me t a l  of t he ca r 
wou l d  have prov i ded good mag n e t i c  s h i e l d­
i n g, so t h e  ac t ua l  va l ues i n vo l ved wou l d  
h ave be e n  muc h , muc h h i gh e r !  

F u r t he rmo re ,  ha v i n g s ugge s t ed t h a t  t he 
heat  loss  m i g h t be due to some i n d u c ed 
t h e rma l r a d i a t i on of heat  e n e r gy due to t he 
pa r ama gn e t i c  p rope r t i es of atmosphe r i c  oxy­
gen w i t h i n  a me t a l  c a v i t y  ( t he ca r ) ,  I have 
bee n  un a b l e  to fi nd any  sc i e n t if i c ev i d e n c e  
a t  a l l  t h a t  t h i s  phe nome non can  a c t u a l l y  
t a ke p l a c e .  P e r ha ps t h e pr efe r e n c e  of U F O 
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i n ve s t i ga to r s  fo r • e l ect ro m a g n et i c  e f fe c t s  • 
s ho u l d  be r e v i ewed. 

T he r e  a r e  no a c co u n ts  r e a d i l y ava i l a b l e  
i n  t he l i t e r a t u r e o f  e x pe r i m e n t a t i on on 
pa r a m a gn e t i c  s u bs t a n c e s  ( e . g .  m o l ec u l a r  
oxyg e n )  a t  ve ry h i g h  f i e l d  d e n s i t i es a n d  f re­
q u e n c i e s .  

D u r i n g  1 9 7 7- 78 ,  a n u m be r  o f  un u s ua l  
U F O i n c i de n t s  we re r e po r t ed f ro m  t he N ew 
E n g l a n d  a r e a ,  we l l  n o r t h of W a l c h a  to t h e 
e a s t  of A r m  i d a l e. I n  on e i n s t an c e ,  a n d  o b­
j e c t  s u r r o u n d e d  by an un u s u a l  m i s t  wa s re­
po r t ed. T h e m i st wa s con s i d e r e d  un u s ua l i n  
t h i s  c a s e  be c a use i t  s e e m e d t o  be c l os e l y  
assoc i a t e d  w i t h  t he move m e n t  o f  t he o bj e ct  
obs e r ve d .  T h i s  m ay have bee n  a case 
w h e re i n d u c e d  coo l i n g o f  the s u r rou n d i n g  
a t m os p h e r e  ( by t h e  obj e c t )  ca used a t ­
m o s p he r i c  wa t e r  va po u r  to be c o m e  v i s i b l e. 
U n fo r t u n a t e l y , t he r e po r t con t a i n s l i t t l e  de­
t a i l  of t he s ha pe o f  t he c l o u d  a round t h e 
obj e c t  ( t h i s  m i g h t  i nd i c a t e  t h e s ha pe of a n  
e l e ct ro m a g n e t i c  f i e l d) ,  o r  h o w  t he c l oud 
c h a n g e d  in  d i s t r i bu t i o n  a n d  de n s i ty as  t he 
obj e c t  m ov e d ,  o r  a n y  d e t a i l s of v a po u r  
s t rea m i n  g t h a t  m i g h t b e  s e e n  i n  s u c h  a 
c l oud. P o t e n t i a l l y ,  t he s e  • c l oud a n d  o bj e ct ' 
r e po r t s  s ho u l d  be a b l e  to p ro v i d e  us w i t h  
va l ua b l e  de t a i l s o n  how to v i s ua l i ze any 
e l e c t ro m a gn e t i c  f i e l ds p re s e n t .  

M ea n w h i l e ,  t he va l ua b l e  de t a i l  ava i l a b l e  
f ro m  r e po r t s  s uc h  a s  t h i s  on e s ho u l d  he l p  u s  
to r e f i n e t h e pos s i b l e  r a n ge o f  • e J ec t  ro­
m ag n e t i c  e f fe c t s • r eq u i r i ng d i s c u s s i on a n d  
c l  a r i  f i c a  t i on .  

O B S E R VA TION Z O N E 

M r F .  h a s  r e c e n t l y  i n  fo r m ed m e  t h at  
ot h e r  peop l e h a ve m e n t i on e d  un u s u a l  p he­
no m e n a  f ro m  t h e s a m e  a r e a  a r ound t he 
s a m e  t i m e - som eone out h un t i n g  o bs e rved 
a red l i g h t  a n d  h a d  t ro u b l e s t a r t i n g t he i r  
ca r.  I have i n c l ud e d  a n  o bs e r v a t i on zone 
d i a g r a m  i n d i c a t i n g t hose d we l l i n gs a ro u n d  
t he • ep i c e n t r e •  w h e r e  un u s u a l e f fe c t s  m i g h t  
h a v e  be e n  not ed. F o r  geog r a p h i c a l  r e asons,  
i t  se e m s  t h a t  some s t a t i o n s  may have bee n  
o u t  of o bs e r va t i on s  r a n ge ( M  o r ga n s  C u l l y , 
and C a l a l a  a r e p ro ba b l y  o u r  bes t  be t s ,  

2 0  

M a I fo rd,  A s h f i e l d , B ren k l ey a n d  l n g l ewood 
wou l d  a l so be wo rt h a t ry).  

To t r y a n d  g e t  m o r e  cor robo r a t i ve m a te­
r i a l ,  and d e t a i l s ,  I s ha l l  a p p roac h t he l oc a l  
pape r,  t he • w a l c h a  N ews · ,  t o  s e e  i f  t he y  
c a n  as k peo p l e to con t a c t  us - s ha l l  k e e p  
you i n fo r m ed o f  deve l op m e n t s. 

UFO IN STAN C E S INVO lVING C OO l i N G  OF 
V E H  I C l E IN T "E R I  0 R S 

( S i x  c a s e s  found fo r 5 00 v e h i c l e  i n te r fe r­
e n c e  c a s e s  l i s t ed) 

A ug u s t  4, 1 9 63 W ayne C i ty,  I l l i no i s  ( U S A )  
23 3 0  h r s ( C U F O S) 

O c t o be r  1 1 ,  1 9 6 7  A l d e rsyde,  A l be rt a  
( C a n a d a )  2000 h r s ( C U F O S) 

J u l y  21 , 1 9 7 3 - C a v i gn a no, C o rs i c a  ( F r a n c e )  
21 0 0  h rs ( F S R  vo l .23 , no.6) 

Sept e m be r  24 , 1 9 74 E gg a rdon 
( N ewpo r t- B r i dpo r t ,  E ng l and)  001 0 
( B U F O R A ) 

H i l l  
h r s 

J u l y  1 9 75 Poa t i n a H i ghwa y ,  T a s m a n i a  
( A u s t r a l i a) 0 3 20 h r s ( A C U  F O S) 

J un e  22, 1 9 7 7 - C u l a , C a n a r y I s l ands  ( Spa i n )  
21 3 0  H r s ( F S R  vo l . 23 , no. 3 )  

R e ferences: 

N o rton's  Sky A t l a s and R e f e r e n c e  H a ndbook 
( E poc k 1 9 5 0) .  

S i g m a  C E Se r i e s ( 1 9 78-80) S e r v i ce a n d  
R epa i r  M an u a l  ( 2 n d  E d i t ion D e c .  1 9 8 0 )  -
G rego r y ' s  Sc i e n t i f i c  P u bl i c a t i on N o. 1 1 6 A . 

C h r ys l e r  S i g m a  C E Se r i es 
B oo k  2 ( R ev i s ed E d i t ion,  
C h r ys l e r  A u st r a l i a  L t d. 

Se r v i ce M a n u a l  
A p r i l  1 9 8 1 ) 

E l ec t r o m a g n e t i s m  P r i n c i p l es a n d  
A ppl i c at i on ( L o r r a i n  a n d  C o rson)  - 1 9 79 .  

P hys i c a l  C he m i s t ry ( D an i e l s  and A l be rty)  
3 r d E d n - 1 9 6 7. 

- -- -- -----------------------------------------------------------



A P OSSI B L E  V E H I C L E  I N T E R F E R E N C E C A S E  

C e n tra l M a p p i ng A u t hori ty N . S. W . Topo M at 
1 :2 5 0 0 0  Seri e s  N o.9 2 3 6- I I I- S  • W a l c h a .  • 

C e n t ra l  M a p p i ng A ut hori t y  N . S. W . Topo M a t 
1 : 2 5 0 0 0  Seri e s  N o.92 3 5 - I V I - N  • W a terloo. • 

1 :2 5 0 ,0 0 0  G eo l og i c a l  Seri e s  S he e t  S H  5 6- 1 0 
& 1 1  • Dorr i go- C of f s  H arbo ur •  ( f irs t E d. 
1 9 71 ) .  

1 : 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  G eo l og i c a l  Ser i e s  S h e e t  S H  5 6- 1 4 
• H a s t i n g s • ( Prov i s i o n a l f irs t E d. 1 9 69 ) .  

Syd n ey M orn i n g  H era l d, S e p t  2 0 ,  2 1 , 2 2 ,  2 3 ,  
2 4 .  

P e n g u i n  D i c t i on ary o f  P hy s i c s ( E d. P i t t ) .  

Ox ford U n i vers i t y Pre s s  - D i c t i on ary of  t he 
P hys i c a l  Sc i e n c es ( 1 9 8 7). 

Veh i c l e  I n t erfere n c e  Proj e c t  R eport 
J ourn a l  of Tra n s i en t  A er i a l  P heno m e n a  -
Vo l .1 , N o.2 , M arc h 1 9 79. 

U F O N ews l e t t er - U F O R es earc h ( N S W ) 
N os.5 3 ,  5 4 -5 5 ,  • c l os e  E n c o u n t ers i n  N ew 
E n g l an d .  •• 
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O n  Apri l 12, 1989, a G erman lady, res ident 
in A us t ra l ia for 7 months, reported 
observing an • a l ien • i n  her bedroom. 

Mrs H .  a n d  he r h u s b a n d  had bee n  to 
wo r k  on A p r i l  7, c a m e  ho m e  a nd h a d  d i n­
n e r. S he f e l l a s l ee p  i n  t he d i n i ng room at  
a bo u t  2 1 0 0  hrs  a n d  s l ept f o r  some 3 0  m i n­
u t e s .  

A t  a bo u t  2300 h rs t he co u p l e  h a d  g o n e  
t o  b e d .  M r H .  f e l l  a s l ee p  w i t h i n  5 -1 0 m i n­
u t e s .  H oweve r, M r s  H .  r e m a i ned awa ke, 
s ay i ng s he co u l dn ' t  s l ee p  due t o  he r h us­
ba nd's  s n o r i n g .  T he i r  bed roo m was s l i g h t l y  
i l l u m i n a t ed b y  e x t e rn a l  ( s t r e e t )  l i g h ts,  con­
s eq ue n t l y  t h e  room was n e ve r c o m p l e t e l y  
d a r k .  N o  r oo m  l i g h t s  we r e  on a t  t h e  t i m e 
of t he i n c i de n t .  

A bo u t  0 025 h rs,  M r s  H .  w a s  awa r e  o f  
l y i ng o n  h e r  ba c k, l oo k i ng a t  t he c e i l i ng, 
when t he i n c i d e n t  o c c u r red.  H e r  r i gh t  h a n d  
was u n d e r h e r  h e a d. 

S ud de n l y, a s t r a n ge n o i s e, un l i ke a n y t h i ng 
s he h a s  e v e r e n co u n t e r ed, s t a r t ed. l t  was 
ve ry h i g h  p i t c hed, l o ud a nd c o n t i n uo u s .  T he 
no i s e cove r e d  up t he s o u n d  o f  he r h u s ba nd ' s  
s no r i n g, p i  u s  a l l  t h e e x t e r n a  I n o i s es .  S he 
was a b l e  on l y  t o  h e a r t h i s  n o i s e .  

U po n  h e a r i ng t he n o i s e, s he t u rn e d  t o  he r 
r i g h t  ( s he c a n' t  s ay w h y ) .  O n  t he r i g h t  s i de 
of he r bed is a n i g h t  t a b l e  s o m e  4 0 c m t a l l , 
t he n  t h e re i s  a wa l l . O n  he r h u s ba nd ' s  s i de 
is t he w i ndow t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a l i t t l e  l i g h t  
s hone.  O n  t he t a b l e  wa s a c u p  w i t h  a l i t­
t l e  tea in  i t, a wedd i n g p i c t u r e, a n  a l a r m  
c l oc k a n d  a bo x w i t h  h e r go l d  e a r r i n g s  i n  
i t .  S he be c a m e  a f r a i d  a n d  a l t ho u g h  s he 
f e l t  s he cou l d  m ove i f  s he w i s hed, s h e  
c hos e n o t  t o  do so. 
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B y  t he t a bl e, and t he r e f o r e  he r bed, was 
a n  e n t i t y  - e s t i m a t ed a s  60- 70 c m  t a l l .  l t  
was s e m i - t r a n s pa r e n t ,  • l i k e l ook i ng t h rough 
a c u r t a i n. • A l l  a ro u n d  t he body bou nd a ry 
was a p i n k i s h  co l o u r.  S he not ed it  wo r e  a 
b r i g h t  neon g re e n  be l t  - a g r een r i n g ( n o  
buc k l e  e t c . ) .  

l t  wa s ho l d i ng he r t e a  c u p and l oo k i ng 
i n t o  i t . S he con ce n t r a t ed he r gaze on t he 
c u p and t he e n t i t y ' s  a r m .  T he n  s he l ooked 
a t  t he g r e e n  be l t .  R et u r n i ng he r gaze t o  
t he c u p  s h e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  en t i t y  had re­
p l a ced it on t he t a b l e. S he t he n  l oo k e d  up 
but s he is  u n a b l e  t o  des c r i be a head e t c. 
W he t h e r  t h i s  i s  be c a u s e  t he r e was n ' t  one o r  
w h e t he r s he c a n ' t  r e c a l l  w h a t  s he s a w  i s  
not c l ea r. S he co u l dn ' t  de s c r i be t he h a nds 
e i t he r, e.g.  how m a n y  f i ng e rs  i t  h a d  ( i f  
a n y ) .  S he d i d  howeve r s a y  i t  moved a s  i f  
i n  s l ow m ot i on .  T he e n t i t y  t he n  p i c k e d  up 
t he s m a l l  box w i t h  the e a r r i ngs  bu t d i d n ' t  
o p e n  i t  a t  a l l .  

A t  t h i s  m o m e n t ,  d u e  t o  f e a r, M rs  H .  
m oved. T he e n t i t y  r e p l aced t he box .  T he n  
i t  t o u c h ed i t s  be l t  a n d  d i s a ppe a red. T he 
d i s appea r a n ce w a s  • l i ke s w i t c h i ng o f f  a 
l i g h t .  • T he un u s u a l noi s e  s t opped a t  t h i s  
po i nt .  

S he t he n  wok e  he r h u s ba n d  a n d  t o l d  h i m  
w h a t  h a ppened. H e  c he c ked t he t i m e  a n d  

f o u n d  i t  was 0029 h rs.  H e had he a rd and 
f e l t  not h i ng a t  a l l .  

M r s  H .  has  had n o  p r e v i o u s  u n u s u a l  ex­
pe r i en c e s  a n d  not h i ng h a ppe n e d  on s u bs e­
q ue n t  n i g h t s  up to 2000 h rs,  A p r i l  1 2, when 
we i n t e rv i ewed he r by phone. S he w a s  
q ue r i ed on h o w  s he knew s he was a w a k e .  
A l t ho u g h  c e r t a i n  s he w a s ,  s he i s  u n a b l e  to 
e x pl a i n  how s he kn e w. • 
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L O N DO N  - E N G L A N D 

K i pling once wrote: ' What s hould they 
of E ngl a nd, who on l y  E ngl and know ? '  
eq ual reason we may ask, what do 
know of U F O s, who st udy not hing 
U F Os ?  

know 
With 
they 

but 

E ve n  if t h e r e  i s  a s uc h  a t h i n g as a U F O 
phenome non pe r s e ,  somet h i n g  t h at i s  not 
r e d uc i b l e  t o  or e x p l a i n a b l e  a s  a n y t h i n g e l se,  
i t  i s  n e ve r t h e l es s  hedged a round by ot h e r  
phenome n a : a n d i f  t h e  ufo l og i s t  i s  t o  
dete rmi n e  w h a t  i s  a n d  wha t i s n 't  a U F O ,  h e  
must  fami l i a r i s e  h ims e l f  wi t h  w h a t  i s  hap­
pen i n g  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  fron t i e r s of 
ufo l ogy. Some t ime s t he adj a c e n t  r e g i o n s  a r e  
fami l i a r  e n o u g h ;  b u t  ot h e r s  a r e s t i l l  l a r ge l y  
un e x p l o red,  a n d  may con t a i n  some s u r p r i s e s  
fo r t he ufo l og i s t who t h i n k s h e  knows what  
i s  r e l ev a n t  to h i s  r e s e a r c h .  

T H E U F O L OC Y/M E TEO R O L OC Y  F R O N T I E R  

E ve r y  ufo l og i s t  i s  awa r e  of t he mo re ob­
v i o u s l y  U F O - I i ke n a t u r a l  p he nome n a ,  from 
l e n t i c u l a r  c l ouds to t he p l a n e t  Ve n u s. B u t 
n a t u re con t a i n s mo r e  s u r p r i s e s  t h a n  even 
t he ed i t o r  of • N a t u r e •  knows of; a s  wi t n es s  
t he ma ny vol ume s o f  B i l l  C o r l i s s '  
• Sou r c e boo k P roj e c t ,  • w h i c h  d emon s t r a t e  
j u s t  how m a n y  mo re t h i n gs  t h e r e a r e  i n  
h e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h  t h a n  a re d r e amt of i n  o u r  
ufo l ogy. H i s  vo l ume o n  ' l umi nous phe nome n a' 
s hou l d  be r eq u i r ed r ead i n g  fo r t h e  ufo lo­
g i s t ,  wit h i t s  da z z l i n g a r r a y  of anoma l ous 
s i g h t i n g s  r a n g i n g  from ' l umi nous a e r i a l  bub­
b l es'  t o  ' r ad a r- s t imul a t ed p hos p ho r e s c e n t  
d i s p l ays '. H i s s e c t  i on o n  'noc t u r n a l  I i g hts '  
con t a i n s  a r i c h c ho i ce of  a l t e r n a t i ve e x p l a­
n a t ion s fo r l i g h t s- i n -t h e- s ky. 

P i geon h o l i ng a r e po r t ed U F O a s  a 
' p roba b l e  n a t u r a l  p he nomenon'  i s ,  of co u r se,  
not at a l l  the same t h i n g  as say i n g  p r e­
c i s e l y  w h a t  i t  i s. M a ny of C o r l i ss' anoma l i e s  
a r e  fa r f rom be i n g  we l l  unde rs tood. B a l l 
l i g h t n i n g, fo r i n s t a n ce,  i s  oft en p roposed a s  
a n  e x pl a n a t ion fo r U F O s i g h t i n gs ,  yet  de­
s p i t e  e x t e n s ive r e s ea rch ,  it r ema i n s  ve ry 
impe rfe c t l y  def i ned.  B efo r e  we can confi­
den t l y  say  of a s pec i f i c  U F O s i g h t i n g t h a t  
i t  i s  ba l l  l i g h t n i ng,  w e  n e e d  t o  know what  
we a r e s a y i n g. H ow l a rge c a n  ba l l  l ig h t n i n g 
be? W ha t  i s  i t s  ma x imum l ife-s pa n? H ow 
s t a b l e  i s  i t? W h a t  l imi ts  a re t h e r e  to i t s  
c a pa c i t y  fo r movemen t? W ha t  a l t i t ude c a n  
i t  r e a c h? C a n i t  re a l l y  pe net r a t e  ma t t e r  
wi t hout c a u s i ng damage? 

A t  p r e s e n t ,  any ide n t if i c a t ion of U F O 
wi t h  ba l l  l i gh t n i n g  c a n  on l y  be t e n t a t ive : i t  
re a l l y  amo u n t s  t o  l i t t l e  mo re t h an say i n g  
t h a t  w e  be l i eve t h a t  pa r t i c u l a r  U F O to be 
of n a t u r a l  o r i g i n , and  i n  a l l  proba bil i t y  me­
t eo r o l og i c a l . A nd even t h a t  may be p us h i n g 
i t  too fa r .  W ha t ,  fo r i n s t a n c e, i s  t h e  r e l a­
t i on s h i p  - if any - be tween ba l l  l i g h t n i n g 
and e a r t hq ua k e  l i g h t s? 

O s t en s i b l y , t h e  fo rme r i s  an atmos p he r i c 
phe nome non t h a t  seems c l e a r  enough,  
s i n c e  i t  so often oc c u r s i n  con ne c t ion w i t h  
t h unde r s t o rms : e a r t hq ua k e l i gh t s ,  o n  t he 
ot h e r  h a n d ,  as t h e i r  name i nd i c a t e s ,  impl y a 
geo l og i c a l  o r i g i n. B u t t h i s  d i s t i n c t i on may 
be mo re ap pa r e n t  t ha n  rea l .  We must  be 
r e ady to e n t e r t a i n  t h e  poss i b i l i ty t h a t  bot h  
t y pes of eve n t  - a c e r t a i n  me t eo r o l og i c a l  
cond i t ion o n  t h e on e hand,  a c e r t a i n  
geophys i ca l  cond i t ion on t h e  ot h e r  - a r e ca­
p a b l e  of gene r a t i n g the s ame k i n d of 
pi as ma - l  i ke phenome non,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n may 
be r e l a t ed to t h e ve ry s imi l a r  phe nome n a  
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T H E F R O N TI E R S O F  U F O L OC Y 

c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of c e r t a i n  a d v a n ced 
e n g i n e e r i n g  ope r at i on s.  I n an i s s ue of 
• P u r s u i C ,  Vol  1 7  No 2, H a r ry L e be l son 
w r i t e s  o f  t h e  a l a r m i n g t e nd e n c y fo r ' ba l l  
I i gh t n i ng'  t o  be a c c i de n t a l l y gen e r a t e d  i n  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  pa r t i c l e  be a m  wea pon ry re­
s e a r c h .  A g a i n  we have t o  a s k, a r e  we r e a l l y  
t a l k i n g a bo u t  t h e  s a m e  p h e n o m e non ? 

M a n y  o f  n a t u r e ' s  s t r a n g e s t  h a ppen i n gs a r e 
r a re a n d  e l us i ve. B u t  t h e  u f o l og i s t  s ho u l d  
s t i l l  b e  a w a r e  of t he m ,  f o r ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  so 
a re U F O s l 

T H E U F O L OC Y/C E O L O C Y F R O N TI E R  

I don ' t  s u ppos e  a n y  o f  us  a r e i n  a n y  
doubt t h a t  geo p h y s i c a l  p h e n o m e n a  o f  so m e  
k i n d  a re i n  so m e  way as soc i at ed w i t h , a n d  
pe r h a ps r e s pon s i b l e  fo r ,  a t  l e a s t  a p ropo r­
t ion o f  U F O r e po r t s .  B o t h  P a u l  D e v e r e u x  
a n d  M i c h a e l  P e r s i n ge r c l a i m  t o  h a ve e s t a b­

l i s hed q ua n t i t a t i ve co r r e l at i o n s  bet w e e n  s pe­
c i f i c  g eo l og i ca l  c on d i t i on s  on t h e one h a n d ,  
a n d  f l uc t ua t i on s  i n  t h e n u m be r  o f  U F O r e­
po r t s  on t he ot h e r. D eve r e u x  ba s e s  h i s  
c l a i m  on geog r a p h i c a l  d a t a ,  P e r s i n ge r o n  a n  
a n a l y s i s  o f  e v e n t s  ove r g i ve n  t i m e- pe r i od s .  
Bot h s e t s  o f  f i n d i n g s  a p pe a r s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a n d  
p ro m i se t o  g i ve u fo l og i s t s  f i r m  g ro u n d  o f  a 
so r t  t o  s t a n d  o n .  

B u t  eve n i f  p roved v a l i d ,  t he s e  f i nd i ngs  
a re u n l i k e l y  t o  l e a d  u s  d i r e c t l y  t o  c l e a r- c ut 
s o l u t i o n s ,  f o r  t hey s t i l l  l e a v e  u s  w i t h  m a n y  
i n t e r p r e t a t i on s  o f  t h e i r  d a t a  t o  c hoos e 
f ro m .  H e r e ' s  j us t  o n e  conj e c t u r a l  e x a m pl e. 
W e  c a n  r ea s on a b l y  a c c e pt t ha t  e a r t h  
t r e m o r s  a n d  e a r t hq ua ke s  a r e  p re c eded by 
t e c t on i c  s t r e s s ,  a n d  we know t ha t  t he y  a r e 
a c co m pa n i ed on so m e  oc c a s i on s  by e a r t h­
q ua ke l i g h t s ,  w h i c h  we m a y  s u ppo s e  to be 
w ho l l y  p hy s i c a l  i n  n a t u r e. B ut t he s e  geo l og i ­
c a l  e v e n t s  m a y s i m u l t a n eo u s l y  e f fe c t  
c h an g e s  i n  t he e a r t h' s  a t m o s p h e r e  wh i c h  c a n  
a c t  on h u m a n b r a i n :  a l t e r a t i on i n  t he q ua n­
t i t y a n d  p ropo r t i on of c h a r ge d  a r t i c l es c a n ,  
fo r a bo u t  on e pe r son i n  t h r e e ,  t r i gge r o f f  
e f fe c t s  r a n g i n g f ro m  m i l d  h e a d a c h e s  t h rough 

more pa i n f u l  m i g r a i n e s  t o  a l a r m i n g ex­
pe r i e n c e  s u c h  a s  h a l l uc i n a t i on s; a n d  of 
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cou r s e  h a l l uc i n a t i o n s a re a n y t h i n g but phys i ­
c a l  i n  n a t u r e !  

A nd t h i n gs  co u l d  ge t even m o re co m p l i ­
c a t ed ,  i f  w e  i m ag i n e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  
a w i t n e s s  ha l l uc i n a t e s  a s  a d i r e c t  re s u l t o f  
s ee i ng a phy s i c a l  l i g h t  s t i m u l us - l i ke t he 
e a r t hq ua k e l i g h t :  t h i s wou l d  be so m e t h i ng 
I i ke w h a t  h a ppe n s  when a w i t n e s s  s e e s  t he 
p I  a n  et Ven us a n d  r e po r t s  i s  a s  a n  a I i en  
s pa c e c r a ft wi t h  w i n dows a n d  f l a s h i n g l i g h t s .  
T he w i t n e s s  i s ,  a s  i t  we r e ,  g r a ft i ng h i s  
h a l l uc i n a t i o n  on t o  s o m e t h i n g h e  r e a l l y sees 
bec a us e  i t ' s  re a l l y  t he r e !  

O nc e  a g a i n ,  i t  i s  essen t i a l  t h a t  u fo l og i s t  
m a ke h i m s e l f awa r e  o f  s uc h  pos s i b i l i t i es.  
F o r t un a t e l y , t ho u g h  t h i s re m a i n s  a l a rge l y  
un e x p l o r ed r e g i on i n  wh i c h o r t odox s c i en­
t i s t s  a r e very r e l u c t a n t  to set foot , t he re 
a r e g row i n g  n u m be r  of s t ud i e s e x pl o r i n g t he 
i n t e r f a c e  be tween e v e n t s  t h a t  a re I i t e r a l l y  
down-to- e a r t h, a n d  t he p ro c e s s e s  o f  o u r  
h u m a n  m i nds.  

T H E U F O L OC Y/PSY C HO LOC Y F R O N TI E R  

Som e  knowl edge o f  how t he m i n d wo r k s 
w i l l  be use f u l  to t he ufo l og i s t  i n  h i s  m o s t  
bas i c  a c t i v i t y ,  f i e l d  i n ve s t i ga t i on : w i t n e s s  
eva l ua t i on i s  i m po s s i b l e  w i t ho u t  so m e  
awa r e n e s s  o f  wha t t he h u m a n  m i n d  i s  c a pa­
b l e  of.  

T he s e  days,  few o f  us  l i ke l y  to t a ke a 
U F 0 r e po r t  a t  i t s  f a c e  va l ue,  no m a t t e r  
how s t r a i g h t fo rwa rd i t  a p pe a r s t o  be. W e  
wou l d  r eg a rd so m e  i nq u i ry i n to t he c h a r a c­
t e r  of t he w i t n e s s  as an e s s e n t i a l  pa r t  of 
p r e pa r i n g  a repo r t. A nd ye t t h i s  is  a ve ry 
r e c e n t  deve l op m e n t : i t  i s  a sobe r i ng t ho u g h t  
t h a t  t he v a s t  m a s s of U F 0 r e po r t s  w h i c h  
f o r m  t he d a t a  ba s e  of o u r  r e s e a r c h  we r e  
g a t h e r e d  by i n ve s t i ga to r s  w ho m ade no a t ­
t e m pt t o  a s s e s s  t he dependa b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
pe r son m a k i n g  t h e  repo r t  i ndeed,  who 
wou l d  h a v e  t ho ug h t  t h i s  to be so m e t h i n g 
q u i t e  ou t s i de t he i r  a rea of respon s i  bi I i t y, 
e v e n  a n  i m pe r t i n e n c e. A s  rec e n t l y  a s  1 9 7 7,  
a sen i o r  BU F O R A i n ve s t i ga t o r  was s o l e m n l y  
r ec o r d i n g  t he a m a z i n g  c l a i m s  o f  s e l f-s t y l ed 
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w i t n e s s e s  i n  t he W es t  W a l e s f l a p, w i t ho u t  

r a i s i n g  e v e n  o n e  c r i t i c a l  eye b r ow, l et a l on e  
con s i de r i n g  w h a t  psyc h o l og i c a l  f a c t o rs m i g h t  
h a ve bee n  i n vo l ved. 

F o r t u n a t e l y  t h a t  k i nd of  n a i ve a p p r oa c h  
i s  v i r t ua l l y  a t h i n g o f  t he pa s t ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  
so f a r  a s  r e s pon s i b l e  i n v e s t i g a t i ve o r g a n  i­
s a t i on s  a r e con c e r n ed. T he va l ua bl e  wo r k  
be i n g  don e b y  K en P h i l l i ps i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  
A l e x K e u l  of  A u s t r i a ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g a s c i e n­
t i f i c  a p p roa c h  t o  w i t n e s s  e v a l ua t i on ,  is  f o r­
t un a t e l y  m o r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f o r  U F O i n ves­
t i ga to r s in t h e  1 9 8 0 s .  B u t t h e r e i s  s t i l l  a 
need f o r  u f o l og i s t s  to be awa r e  o f  t he 
p rob l e m s  i n vo l v e d ,  e v e n  i n  s uc h  r e l a t i ve l y  
s t a i gh t fo rw a rd m a t t e r s s uc h  a s  t he depe nd­
a b i l i t y o f  eye w i t n e s s  t e s t i m on y :  R i c h a rd 
H a i n e s'  • o bs e r v i n g U F o s •  p r ov i de s _ a n  e x­
ce l l e n t  i n t rod u c t i on to t he p i t f a l l s  we m ay 
en coun t e r. 

B u t  ' w h a t  t h e w i t n e s s  s a w' i s  on l y  t h e 
f i r s t  a n d  t he mos t a c c e s s i b l e  a s pe c t  o f  t he 
p r ob l e m .  T he r e i s  n eed,  too, to a s k  ' w h y ' ,  
fo r i f  t h e r e  i s  a w h y ,  i f  a w i t n e s s  i s  e m o­
t i o n a l l y p r ed i s pos ed to s e e  on e t h i n g  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a n o t h e r ,  t h i s  i s  l i a b l e  to d i s t o r t  h i s  
a c co u n t.  ( E q ua l l y , of  cou r s e ,  t h i s  wo u l d  a p­
p l y  to t h e i n ve s t i ga t o r  i f  he/s he wa s m ot i­
v a t ed by a n y t h i n g l e s s  t ha n  a n  i n s p i red p u r­
s u i t  of t h e T r u t h  f o r  i t s own s a k e ! )  H e r e,  
on t h e f r on t i e r s o f  psy c h o l ogy a n d  soc i o l ­
o g y ,  i s  a t a n g l ed unde rg rowt h of  p r i va t e  
p reoc c u pa t i on s a n d  c u l t u r a l  cond i t i on e r s  
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  u fo l og i s t  m u s t  be co m e  fa­
m i l i a r. 

T H E U F O L OG Y/SO C I O L OG Y F R O N T I E R  

T h e r e  i s  n o  be t t e r  i l l u s t r a t i on o f  p e r s on a l  
a n d  soc i a l  f o r c e s  a t  wo r k  i n  a n  U F O s i t ua­
t i on t he n  t h e  l a nd m a r k  s t ud y ,  " W he n  
p r o p h e c y  fa i t s • ,  w h i c h  d e s c r i be s  how a 
g ro u p  o f  soc i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i n f i l t r a ted a n  
A m e r i c a n  U F O c u l t  a n d  o bt a i n ed f i r s t h a nd 
unde r s t a n d i n g o f  t h e m o t i va t i n g f a c t o r s  
p r ed i s po s i n g  a c e r t a i n c a t eg o r y  o f  U F O 
' w i t n e s s e s' .  T he c a ut i o u s  u fo l og i s t m u st  
l e a r n  to be on h i s  g u a rd aga i n s t  s uc h  

b i a s e s ,  w h i c h  m a y not a l wa y s  be s o  m a n i ­

f es t. 

W het h e r  we l i ke i t  o r  not,  t he U F O - a t  
a n y  r a t e  i n  i t s  ' e x t r a t e r re s t r i a l  v i s i t o r '  g u i s e 

- h a s  be co m e  a s y m bo l  fo r o u r  age,  ca r ry­
i n g a load of e m o t i on a l  m e a n i ng fo r peopl e 
w ho a r e bo red or f r u s t r a t ed by t he i r  t e r r e s­
t r i a l  e x i s t e n c e. P eop l e  cond i t i oned by e x po­
s u r e  to e x t r e m e  U F O be l i e f s  wi l l  not,  to 
put  i t  m i l d l y , m a k e re l i a b l e  w i t n e s s es.  A n d  
yet  h o w  m an y  c a s e s  i n  K ey hoe o r  A i m e 
M i c h e l ,  even i n  N I C  A P ' s  • T he U F O 
E v i den c e •  o r  t he F i g ue t  & R uc hon • ooss i e r  
co m p l e t ' ,  m ay have be en s u b m i t t ed b y  peo­
pl e wi t h  s uc h  unde t ec t ed mot i v a t i on s ?  

T he way i n  w h i c h  peopl e r e s pond t o  U F O 
s i gh t i n gs  i s  of co u r s e  a m e a s u r e of p r eva i l ­
i n g  soc i a l  a t t i t ud e s ,  so t he s e  aga i n  a r e 
som et h i n g w i t h  w h i c h  t h e u fo l og i s t m u s t  
a c q ua i n t  h i m s e l f. A s  w e  a r e  a l l  on l y  too 
awa r e ,  soc i e ty 's  a t t i t ude towa rds ' t h e  u n e x­
pl a i n ed' i s  a m b i va l e n t :  t he ge n e r a l  p u b l i c  
r a n ges f ro m  i nd i f f e r e n c e  t o  a st a r ry-eyed 
f a s c i n a t i on ,  t he s c i e n t i f i c  e s t a bl i s h m e n t  
wou l d  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  g e t  i n vo l ved fo r f e a r o f  
m a k i ng a foo l of  i t s e l f i n  u n c h a r t ed f i e l ds 
w h e n  t h e r e a r e s a fe r pa t h s  to t r ead,  w h i l e  
t h e m ed i a , o f t e n  s y m pa t he t i c, a r e un­
d e r s t a n d a b l y  g r eedy fo r 'good sto r i e s' . . .  An 
e x c e l l e n t  co m p i l a t i on f ro m  K ee l e  U n i ve r s i t y,  
• On t he m a r g i n s  o f  s c i en c e • ,  l oo k s  a t  u fo l ­
o g y  a n d  ot he r f i e l ds of a no m a l y  r e s e a r c h  
f ro m  a soc i o l og i c a l  v i ewpo i n t .  

T H E U F O L O G Y/ R E L IG IO U S  B E L I E F S 
F R O N TI E R  

Soc i a l  r e s pon s e s  to U F O s  a r e f r eq ue n t l y  
c o l o r ed b y  r e l i g i o u s  be l i e f :  t he r e i s  s t i l l ,  fo r 
e x a m p l e ,  a s u bs t a n t i a l  a n d  h i gh l y  voc a l  
s c hool  of  t ho u g h t  w h i c h  ho l ds t h a t  U F O s  
a r e sen t by Sa t a n ,  t he i r  t h i r t y-yea r m i s s i on 
to bo l d l y  p r epa re t he way fo r A n t i c h r i s t 
a n d  A r m a geddon. Y e t anot he r s e t  of co m ­
pl i c a t i n g f a c t o r s  to bede v i l w ha t  m i g h t  
ot h e r w i s e  h a v e  be en a n i c e s t r a i gh t fo r wa rd 
i nve s t i ga t ion ! T he r e is no need fo r t he u fo l ­
og i s t  to be c o m e  a n  e x pe r t i n  t he o l ogy a n d  
d e m ono l ogy, but he s ho u l d  a t  l e a s t  be 
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a wa r e  o f  t he ba s i c  be l i e f s  o f  t ho s e  w ho 
l oo k  a t  U F O s  t h r o u g h  q u i t e  d i f fe r e n t  eyes 
t ha n  h e  does.  C yn t h i a  H i nd has told us  how 
r ad i c a l l y d i f fe re n t  a r e t he r e s po n s es of  t he 
t r i ba l  c o m m un i t i e s  i n  A f r i c a :  b u t  we do not 
h a v e  t o  go so f a r a f i e l d. F un d a m e n t a l i s t  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  e v e n  i n  t he m o s t  h i g h l y  sop h i s t i ­
c a t e d  n a t i o n s  o f  t he wo r l d, e s po u s e  be l i e f s  
ha rd l y  l e s s  p r i m i t i ve t ha n  t r i be s pe rson s i n  
t he d e s e r t  of  S ud a n  o r  t h e  A us t r a l i a n out­
ba c k. 

R e i  i g i o u s  be l i e f s  a re of cou r se i n h e r e n t  
i n  a c l a s s  o f  p he no m e n a  wh i c h a good m a n y  
u f o l og i s t s  wou l d  b e  a pt t o  d i s m i ss a s  i r r e l e­
v a n t  t o  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h :  n a m e l y  v i s i on s. B u t ,  
a s  I h a ve t r i ed t o  s how i n  m y  book 
· vi s i o n s ,  a ppa r i t i o n s ,  a l i e n  v i s i t o rs • ,  t h e r e i s  
no c l ea r-c u t l i n e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  o n e  k i nd o f  

s i g h t i n g  f ro m  a n o t h e r. l t  m a y b e  t h a t  t h e  
s a m e  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  i s  i n v o l ved w he n  a 
t ee n a ge C a t ho l i c  pe a s a n t  g i r l  c l a i m s to s e e  
t he V i r g i n  M a r y ,  a s  w h e n  a wo r r i ed 
A m e r i c a n  h o u s ew i f e  c l a i m s  to s e e  an ex­
t r a t e r re s t r i a l  a l i en .  E ve n  i f  he doe s n ' t  go 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  h y po t h e s i s ,  t he u f o l og i s t 
m us t  be a w a r e  o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tween s o m e  
k i nd o f  U F O r e po r t  a n d  pa r a l l e l  eve n t s  i n  
s ee m i n g l y  u n re l a t ed f i e l ds.  

A n  obv i o u s  e x a m p l e  is  t h e F at i m a  s i g h t­
i n g ,  i n  P o r t ug a l i n  1 9 1 7 , w h e n  s e ve r a l  pe a s­
a n t  c h i l d r e n  c l a i m e d  to s e e  t h e V i rg i n  M a ry 
on s e v e r a l  oc c a s i o n s ,  a n d  w he n  a g r e a t  
m a n y  peo p l e  c l a i m ed t o  s e e  so m e  r e m a r k­
a b l e  a e r i a l  p h en o m e n a .  l t  h a s  be e n  s ug­
g e s t ed t h a t  t h i s  was in f a c t  a u fo l og i c a l  
e ve n t ;  w he t h e r  o r  not t h i s  i s  so, i t  i s  
c l ea r l y  ve r y l i ke m a n y  U F O e v e n t s .  l t  h a s  
bee n  s hown s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t h a t  t he r e  i s  cor­
r e l a t i on be t w e e n  U F O s i g h t i n g s  and r e l i g i o u s  
v i s i on s; t h e s e  a r e f a c t s  t h e  open m i n ded 
u f o l og i s t h a s  no r i g h t t o  i gn o re. 

T H E U F O L O C Y/ P A R A P S Y C H O L O C Y 
F R O N T I E R  

M a n y  u f o l og i s t s  a r e re l uc t a n t  t o  g e t  i n­
vo l ved w i t h  phy s i c  m a t t e r s ,  re l a t i n g t he m  
v a g ue l y  t o  t h e o c c u l t  a n d  a l l k i nds o f  we i rd 
go i n g s-on w h i c h  c l e a r l y  have no con n e c t i o n  
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w i t h  a h a rd s c i en t i f i c  s t udy s u c h  a s  u fo l ogy. 
A l a s ,  s u c h  an a t t i t ude s t e m s  from i gno­
r a n ce.  Se r i ou s  psyc h i c a l  res e a r c h  t od a y  i s  a 
ve ry fee t-on-t he-g r o u n d  a f f a i r ,  a s  m o r e  a n d  
m o r e  l i n k s a re fo rged be tween t he phy s i c a l  
a n d  t h e p h y s i ca l . 

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  m uc h  i n t e re s t  i s  c u r re n t l y  
be i ng s hown i n  peo p l e who a r e 'e l ec t r i c- s e n­
s i t i ve' - s uc h  a s  t hose i n  w ho s e  p r e s e n c e  
t e l e v i s i on s e t s  s pon t a n eo u s l y  swi t c h  c h a n­
n e l s ,  s t ree t l a m ps b l i n k  o f f ,  co m pu t e r s  m a l ­
f un c t i on .  T he s e  e f fe c t s  a re rea l ,  howeve r 
i n e x pl i c a b l e :  con seq uen t l y , r e a l e n e r g y  i s  
be i n g  d e p l oyed,  a r e a l  fo r c e  i s  i n vo l ved. A 
f ew yea r s  ago,  t he • P robe • i n ve s t i g a t i on 
t e a m  i n  B r i s t o l  en coun t e red j us t  s uc h  phe­
no m en a ,  in a c a s e  wh i c h  i n vo l ved bot h 
U F O s  a n d  po l t e rge i s t s ,  c l e a r l y  a s soc i a t ed. 
We a re a l on g  way f ro m  unde r s t a n d i n g  w hy 
a pe r son w ho d i s p l a y s  psyc h i c  a b i l i t y  s ho u l d  
a l so b e  e x t ra- l i a b l e  to have U F O s i g h t i n g s ;  
b u t  on c e  a g a i n ,  he re i s  a co r re l a t i on w h i c h  
i t  wo u l d  n o t  b e  n o t  s c i en t i f i c  to i gn o r e. A 
k n ow l ed g e  of po l t e rge i s t  p h e n o m en a ,  a s  e m - . 
bod i ed i n  a boo k l i ke C a u l d  & C o r n e l l ' s  
• P o l t e r ge i s t s • ,  r a i s es m a n y  q ue s t i on s  w h i c h  
a r e r e l ev a n t  t o  U F O i n ve s t i ga t i on .  

T H E U F O L OC Y/M Y T H O L OC Y F R O N TI E R  

So, too, doe s a s t ud y  of  m yt hol ogy a n d  
f o l k l o re.  T he s e r i e s  o f  boo k s  b y  W R D ra ke ,  
• c od s  a n d  s p a c e m a n  i n  h i s t o r y •  a n d  so on , 
s hows how m an y  r e po r t s ,  s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l a r  
t o  p r e s e n t-day U F 0 r e po r t s ,  a r e t o  be 
found i n  o l d  c h ron i c l e s :  w h i l e  Va l l e e ' s  
c o n t rove r s i a l  • P a s s po r t  t o  M agon i a  • s e e k s t o  
d r aw con c l u s i on s  f ro m  s uc h  m a t e r i a l .  
B e r t r a n d  M e h e u s t ' s  b r i l l i a n t  s t udy · sc i e n c e  
f i c t i on e t  soucoupe s vo l a n t e s • ,  ope n s  up a n ­
ot h e r  d i s t u r b i n g  d i m e n s i on ,  b y  s how i n g  how 
c l os e l y  re l a t ed tod a y ' s  U F O s t o r i e s  a r e to 
o l d  sc i - f i  t a l es - to a deg r e e  w h i c h  de f i e s 
co i n c i d e n c e ,  yet  c a n not be e x p l a i n ed i n  a n y  
c a use-and- e f f e c t  w a y .  

P e r ha p s  even m o r e  d i s t u r b i n g, t ho u g h ,  i s  
h o w  c l os e l y  re l a t ed U F O ha ppe n i n gs a r e t o  
p r es e n t-day po l i t i c a I f a c t .  T he f a s c i n a t i n g  
a c co u n t  o f  • T he pe r f e c t  cove r - u p •  i n  



T H E F R O N T I E R S O F  U F O L OG Y  

Y o r k s h i r e  U F O Soc i et y's  j o u r n a l • Q uest • 
( i s s ue s  o f  Sep- Dec 19 84) i s  a wa r n i n g  to t h e 
u fo l og i s t s  o f  w h a t  cove r t  gove r n m e n t  p r a c­
t i c e s  m ay be c l o u d i n g  t h e  U F O s ky 
t hough pe r h a ps a f t e r  • C l e a r i n t e n e  and 
' S ky c r a s h '  not  m a n y  of us  n e ed suc h a 
wa rn i n g !  F o r  obv ious  reasons ,  i t  i s n ' t  easy  
fo r t h e  u f o l og i s t  to acqua i n t  h i m s e l f wi t h  
w h a t  t h e  powe r-t h a t- be a r e u p  to; i t  i s  on l y  
t oo e a s y ,  too, to  b e  swept i n t o  pa r a n o i a  o f  
s us p i c ion.  B u t boo k s  I i ke  P e t e r  L a u r i e ' s  s u­
pe r b  i n v e s t i ga t i on • s e n e a t h  t h e c i t y st r e et s •  
a n d  Don a l d  B a i n' s  d i s t u r b i n g  • T he con t rol  o f  
C a ndy J on e s • a r e  s a l u t a r y  r e m i n de rs  of 
what we a r e ha v i n g done to us by t hose 
whom we have a ppo i n t ed to r u n ou r wo r l d. 

M uc h  o f  t h i s ,  yo u m ay f e e l ,  has l i t t l e  o r  
not h i n g to d o  wi t h  u fo l ogy. O f  co u r s e  yo u 
a re r i g h t ;  but t h a t  i s  p r ec i s e l y  t h e  po i n t . I f  
ufo l ogy i s  t o  p rog r e s s ,  i t  m u s t  be i so l a t ed 
f ro m  i r r e l e v a n t m a t t e r s ;  but  we s ha l l  not 
e s t a bl i s h what i s  i r r e l ev a n t  s i m p l y  by ig­
no r i n g w h a t ev e r see m s ,  at f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  to 
be so. T h e f ron t i e r s of  ufo logy a r e not 
c l ea r l y  m a r ked : e s t a b l i s h i n g  what l i e s  wi t h i n  
t he m ,  a n d  w h a t  wi t ho u t ,  ca l l s  fo r wi de­
r a n g i n g s t udy and a n  open m i nd. l t is v i t a l  
t h a t  t h e u f o l og i s t  b e  wi l l i n g to e x p l o r e  t he 
f ron t i e r s o f  h i s  s u bj e c t  i f  on l y  be c a u se - to 
con c l ud e  by q uot i n g  anot h e r  poe t ,  R obe rt  
F rost  t h i s  t i m e  - ' good fences  m a ke good 
n e i g h bo u r s '. 

R E C O M M E N D E D  R E A D I N G  
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t r a n s l a te t h i s  s p l e n d i d  s t udy; m e a n w h i l e, t r y 
out yo u r  F re n c h  o r  t he br i e f  accoun t i n  m y  
V i s i ons  book. 
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t e ra c t i on be tween n a t u r a l  forces  and m e n t a l  
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T ay l o r ,  C o r don R a t t ray,  The natural history 
of the mi nd, See ke r & W a r bu r g, 1979. T he 
best account  I know of how t he m i n d wo r k s  
a n d  w h a t  i t ' s  c a pa b l e  of. 

W a l l i s ,  R oy (ed.)  On the margins of science, 

K e e l e  U n i ve r s i t y, 1979. • 
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THE CRITIC DOESN'T COUNT 
B Y  J O H N  F .  SC H U E SS L E R  

H O U ST O N  - T E X A S U.S.A. 

T he re s e e m s  to e x i s t  i n  m a n k i nd a n a t u r a l  
f e a r o f  c r i t i c i s m .  T he c r i t i c  c a u s es f e a r a n d  
a p p r e h e n s i on t o  r un r a m pa n t  i n  t he a v e rage 
pe rson . 

M ov i e  s t a rs r e a d  t he d a i l y  t ra d e  j o u r n a l s  
t o  s e e  i f  a c r i t i c  h a s  got t e n  o n  t he i r c as e .  
P o l i t i c i a n s  do c r a z y  t h i ngs  t o  b e  a c ce pt e d  
a n d  t o  a v o i d  c r i t i c i s m .  E n g i n e e rs  h a t e  to 

ha ve t h e i r  d e s i g n s  c r i t i c i ze d .  C oo k s  be co m e  
i r a t e  i f  t h e i r c u l i n a ry c r e a t i on i s  not l oved 
by a l l .  U F 0 r e s  e a  r c h e  rs  wi  11 c l os e out  a 
c a s e  w i t h  on l y  c u r s o r y  i n v e s t i ga t i on i f  a 
c r i t i c  q ue s t i on s  t he i r e n d e a vo u r s .  

T he e f fo r t  t o  p l e a s e  t he c r i t i c  i s  n a t u r a l  
i n  a wa y .  H u m a n be i n g s  ge n e r a l l y  s t r i ve f o r  
pe r f e c t i on .  W he n  t he c r i t i c  q ue s t i on s  t h a t  
pe r f e c t i on t he n a t u r a l  r e a c t i on i s  t o  
n e u t r a l i ze t he c r i t i c i s m .  T he e a s i es t  way t o  
a c co m p l i s h  t h a t  i s  t o  g i ve i n  a n d  t ry t o  be 
l i ked by t h e  c r i t i c. H ope f u l l y  t h e n ,  t h e  

c r i t i c  w i l l  p i c k  o n  s o m e o n e  e l s e  as  t he 
t a rget  o f  t he i r v e no m .  

A ct u a l l y ,  peop l e  s ho u l d  a c ce p t  c r i t i c i s m  
on l y  w h e n  i t  i s  don e  i n  a con s t r uc t i ve 
m a n n e r. T he re i s  no i n h e r e n t  req u i r e m e n t  
f o r  peop l e  t o  a c ce pt a bu s i ve be h a v i ou r , 
w h e t h e r  ve r ba l  o r  w r i t t e n .  

M ay be i t  wou l d  h e l p  to r e m e m be r  t h a t  
t he c r i t i c  m a k e s  a l i v i ng o f f  of  t h e peop l e  

t h a t  d o  t he wo r k. N a t u r a l l y ,  t he c r i t i c  

hopes t o  ga i n  so m e  pe rson a l  r e c ogn i t i o n  out  
o f  t he i n t e r c h a n ge a n d  o f t e n  doe s.  T h i s  i s  

i 11 got t e n  ga i n .  

I n  1 9 1 0 , T heodo r e  R oos eve l t  c l e a r l y  
de f i ned t he d i f fe re n c e  be tween t he c r i t i c  
a n d  t he doe r ,  a s  f o l l ows : 

• 1t is not the cr it ic  who counts; not the 
man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doe r of deeds could 
have done t hem better. T he c redit  belongs 
to the m an who is actual ly  in the arena, 
whose face is m a r red by dust and sweat 
and blood; who strives va l iantly; who errs, 
and comes short again  and agai n, because 
there is no effort without error and 
s hortcomi ng; but who does actual ly st r ive to 
do the deeds; who knows t he great ent hu­
sias ms, the great devot ions; who spends 
hi msel f in a worthy cause; who at the best 
knows in the end the t r i umph of high 
achievements, and who at t he worst, if he 
fai ls, at least fai l s  whi le dar ing great ly, so 
t hat his place s ha l l  never be with those 
cold and t i m id souls  who know neither 
victory nor defeat. • 

I n  c l os i n g ,  con s i de r how few m on u m e n t s  
h a ve be en bu i l t i n  hon o u r of  c r i t i c s .  
A ppa r e n t l y ,  t h e c r i t i c  doe s n' t  coun t . •  

M OVI N G ? I F  SO, P L E A S E  L E T U S  K N O W  Y O U R N E W A D D R E SS A S  
SO O N  A S  POSSI B L E  
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D I SN E Y L AN D  O F  T H E G O DS 

By J ohn A. Keel  
( Paranormal  Science - 1 82 pages) 

A mok P ress, PO B O X  5 1 ,  C oope r Station, N ew York, N Y  1 0276 
u s  $8.95 

A book review by Pony G odic  

D I SN E Y L A N D  O F  T H E G O D S  i s  a ve ry i n te r es t i n g  r e a d  e m be l l i s hed wi th  m a n y  
f a s c i n a t i n g  de t a i l s ,  c ry p t i c  i n s i g h ts i n to h u m a n n a t u r e  a n d, f o r  m e, t h e  occas i on a l  
be l l y l a ug h .  B u t  t h e re i s  m o re t o  t h i s  book t h a n  e n t e r ta i n m e n t. l t  m o r e  broa d l y  
s e e k s  t o  d i s pe l  b o t h  ou r s kep t i c i s m  a n d  g u l l i b i l i ty ,  t h u s  a f f o r d i n g  u s  t h e  i n te l l e c t ua l 
s p a c e  to a s k  deepe r q u e s t i on s .  A f t e r a l l , ' C h a r l es F o r t  pe rce i ved a t r u t h  tha t h a d  
bee n  i gn o red b y  s c i e n t i s ts a n d  h i s to r i an s. O u r  wo r l d  h a s  two s e ts o f  n a t u r a l  l a w s .  
O n e  s e t  t e l l s  u s  s t u p i d l y  s i m p l e  t h i n gs a bo u t  g r a v i ty a n d  n a t u re.  T he ot h e r te l l s u s  
t h a t  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e  a r e con s ta n t l y  d i s to r t e d  i n  ou r re a l i ty ,  a n d  t h a t we a re a l l  
s ubj e c t  to t h e  s t i  11 u n de f i n e d  I a w s  o f  t h a t  s e cond s e t. • 

K ee l  c l e a r l y i n d i c a t es t h a t  U F O s s hou l d  not be i s o l a ted f rom t h e  c l u t te red 
s pe c t r u m  of b i za r r e p h e n o m e n a  in  wh i c h they occ u r  for,  as D a mon K n i g h t  d i s cove r e d  
w h e n  co m p u te r a n a l y s i n g  1 , 2 0 0  F o r te a n  e v e n t s :  

' ' O n e  s a l i e n t f a c t  a bou t U F O s  i s  m i s s i n g f rom a l l  m ode r n  a c coun ts I h a ve s e e n , '  
K n i g h t co m m e n ted. ' F o r t 's  da ta s how t h a t  t h e y  a r e n o t  i so l a ted p h e n o m e n a .  
U n k n own F l y i n g O bj e c ts ,  un k n o wn bod i e s  s een i n  s pa ce ,  appe a r a n ces a n d  
d i s a p pe a r a n c e s ,  po l te rge i s t  a c t i v i ty ,  f a l l s of  s t r a n ge s ubs t a n ce s  a n d  o r g a n i s m s  f rom t h e  
s ky - a l l  t h e s e  t h i n gs s how s t ron g pos i t i ve co r re l a t i on s wi t h  ea c h  o t h e r. T a k e n  
toge t h e r,  t h ey s how ev i de n c e  of r hy t h m i c  f l uc t u a t i on s . "  

W i t h i n  t h i s  f r a m e wo r k ,  K ee l  e x a m i n e s :  L i g h t n i n g  bo l ts f ro m  a c l ea r, c l oud l es s  

s ky w h i c h  k i l l . I n e xp l i c a b l e  c r i m e s  s uc h  as  t h e f ts o f  a n t i q ue wea the r v a n e s .  A n i m a l  
m u t i l a t i on s .  S to l en m i l e s o f  coppe r c a b l e  t a k e n  f rom be t we e n  s uppo r t i n g s tee l 

towe r s .  Sea a n d  L a ke m on s te rs .  P h a n to m  boa t m e n .  M ys te r ious m a r s u p i a l s  s u c h  as a 
k a n ga roo i n  I l l i n o i s .  U n be l i ev a b l e  r e p t i l e s l i ke t h e hoop a n d  m i l k  s n a ke s .  ' M ot h m a n . • 
H a i ry mon s te rs e tc .  

T h i s  t y p e  o f  c ro s s  s e c t i on does s e e m t o  b e  i n  con te x t  f o r :  ' I n c r e d i b l e  t h o u g h  
i t  m ay s e e m ,  s i gh t i ngs  of s e a  s e rpe n ts t e n d  to oc c u r  s i m u l t a n e ou s l y  wi t h  s i gh t i n gs of 
u n i de n t i f i ed f l y i n g obj e c ts ,  s howe rs  of f rogs,  wor m s  • • •  • 

So, a ga i n s t  th i s  ba c k g r o u n d  of b i z a r r e i n d i c a to r s ,  K ee l  d i s c u s s e s : A n c i e n t  
obs e r v a to r i es .  Poss i b l e  c o m m u n i c a t i on f rom E ps i l on B oo t i s ,  1 03 m i l l i on l i gh t y e a rs 
f ro m  E a r t h.  A co r re l a t i on be t we e n  U F O s  and f l u c t u a t i on s  in the E a r t h ' s  m agn e t i s m .  
S k y q u a k e s .  U F O rou t e s .  N ea t, i n e xp l i c a b l e  ho l es i n  t h e  i c e o f  wi n te r  l a kes a n d  
s w a m ps .  T h e I da ho T r i a n g l e  w i t h  i ts l e t h a l 1 0  m i l e s o f  I n te rs t a te 1 5 , d r i v i n g 

u n k n o w n s ,  wa r p s  a n d  t i m e  g a p s .  
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R E F E R E N C E  L I B R A R Y  

K ee l  goes on to d i s c u s s  A t l a n t i s  a n d  o t h e r  l os t  c i v i l i s a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  l on g  h i s tory 
of  U F O n a u ts w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l ed by m a ny n a m e s  t h roughou t h u m a n  h i s to ry - f a i r i es ,  
gods e t c.  

A f te r  e x a m t n m g L ey l i n e s  a n d  t h e  wo r k  of W i l h e l m  R e i c h ,  K ee l  won de r s :  • 1 s 
i t  pos s i b l e, we m us t  a s k ,  t h a t  t h e s e  's ky peop l e ' m i g h t  h a ve con n e d  ea r l y  m a n  i n to 
con s t r u c t i n g  g u i depos ts to a i d  t h e m i n  t h e i r s o r t i e s  ove r t h i s  p l a n e t ? T h e l ey s  we r e  
wo r t h l es s  a s  r o a d s ,  b u t  t hey d i d  poi n t  ou t t h e  f l ow of m agn e t i c  c u r ren t s .  D i d  t h e  
c r a f t  of  t h e  ' s k y  peop l e ' dep e n d  o n  t he s e  c u r ren ts  as  a g l i de r  depe n ds o n  a i r  
c u r re n ts ? • 

D u r i n g h i s  h i s to r i c a l  e v a l ua t i on of s k y peop l e, K e e l  goe s on to e x a m i n e  a n  
a n c i e n t c i v i l i s a t i on i n  A m e r i c a w h i c h p r eda tes t h e  I n d i a n peop l es .  T he n ,  i n  m o r e  
r e c e n t  h i s to ry ,  t h e  I n d i a n l eg e n d s  of i n te r a c t i on w i t h  a r a c e  of g i an t s .  A n d a l s o  
t h o s e  of  s e x u a l u n i on w i t h  t h e  gods re s u l t i n g i n  o f f s p r i n g. 

I f  u n wo r l d l y  t r a ve l l e r s m oved a m ongs t us i n  a n c i e n t  t i m es a n d  con t i n u e  to 
move a m ongs t us  tod a y ,  we m us t  a s k  w h y .  T h i s  i s n ' t  a n e w  q ue s t i on ,  but i t  re m a i n s  a 
co m pe l l i n g  on e f o r  they s e e m h e l l - be n t  on con f us i n g u s .  I n  m o r e  a n c i e n t  t i m es ,  
m o r t a l s  i n te r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  • gods • we r e  f ed a m b ros i a. C u r r en t l y ,  i t  wou l d  s e e m  t h a t  
d r u g s  a re s t i l l  a n  i m po r t a n t p a r t  o f  s a i d  i n te r a c t i on .  l t  appe a rs  t h a t  c o m m un i c a t i n g 
wi t h ,  a n d  pa r t i c i pa t i n g i n  t h e  U F O n a u t  e n v i ron m e n t, i s  a ve ry con t rol l ed, de l i be r a t e l y  
s u bj e c t i ve ,  e x pe r i en ce .  

I w a s  p a r t i c u l a r ly i n te r es ted i n  K ee l 's reve l a t i on t h a t  ba c k  i n  t h e  1 960s h e  
be c a m e  a wa r e  of  c a s e s  of  a bd u c t i on a n d  s e x u a l con t a c t  r es u l t i n g  i n  c h i l d r e n ,  so m e  o f  
w h o m  h e  h a s  wa t c h e d  g row up. T he s e  c h i l d r en we re m o r e  i n te l l i ge n t  t h a n  t he i r  
f e l l o w s ,  w e r e  i n c l i n ed t o  s u f f e r  po l te rge i s t  m a n i f e s t a t i on s ,  bu t o t h e r w i s e  we r e  n o r m a l .  

I n  s u m m i n g  up, K ee l  s a y s :  • o u r  s t ud i es o f  t h e  U F O pe r c i p i en ts a n d  con t a c tees 
a re t e a c h i ng us  t h a t these e n c o u n t e rs a r e m o re h a l l u c i n a to ry than rea l ,  that  s o m e  
co m p l e x  h y p n o t i c  p ro c e s s  i s  i n vo l ved,  a n d  t h a t t h e  r e a l p h e n o m e n on i s  h i d i n g  be h i nd a 
e a  r e f u l l y e n g i n e e red s m o k e s c  re en of p ropa g a n d a .  • 

A n d  i n  c l os i n g :  • w e a re b i o c h e m i ca l  r obots he l p l es s l y  con t ro l l ed by f o r ces t h a t  
c a n  s c ra m b l e  ou r b r a i n s ,  de s t roy ou r m e m o r i es a n d  u s e  u s  i n  a n y  w a y  t h ey s e e  f i t . 

T hey h a ve be e n  do i n g  i t  to us f o r eve r.  W e  a r e c a u g h t up i n  a pok e r  ga m e  be i n g  
p l ay e d  w i t h  m a r ke d  c a r d s .  Y e t, i n  t h e  c l os i n g  y e a rs  o f  t h i s  c e n t u ry ,  w e  a r e l i ke t h e  

i n ve te r a te ga m b l e r  w ho, w h e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t t h e  ga m e  i s  c rooked,  s h rugs a n d  s a y s ,  ' I  
k n o w  • • •  b u t  i t 's  t h e  on l y  ga m e  i n  town ! ' •  

T o  m e  t h e  U F O d e b a te s e e m s  t o  c e n t r e a ro u n d  whe t h e r they a r e o r  a re n o t  
f ro m  he re. I f  t hey a r e f r o m  he r e ,  t h e n  I s u s pe c t  t hey wi l l  p rove to b e  a m i x  of r a re 

n a tu r a l  p h e no m e n a ,  m i s pe r c e i ved n a t u r a l/m u n d a n e  p h e n o m e n a ,  o r  of a ps y c h o l og i c a l  
o r t g m .  I f  n o t  f ro m  he r e, t h e n  t h e  de ba tes on e x t r a t e r res t r i a l  o r  e x t r a-d i m e n s i on a l  
a re l e s s  ga l va n i s i n g w h e n  t h e  non-ea r th l y  o r i g i n s  a re a c ce p ted. 

D I SN E Y L A N D O F  T H E G O D S i s  f u l l of f a s c i n a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i on ,  so m uc h  so 
t h a t  I t e n ded to l os e  the t h r e a d  of K ee l s  a r g u m e n t. A no t h e r  t i t l e  t h a t  wou l d  h a v e  
s u i ted t h i s  book i s  • E ve ry t h i n g  Y ou E ve r  W an ted T o  K now A bo u t  U F O s  B u t  W e r e  
A f r a i d  T o  A s k . •  

I h i gh l y r e co m m e n d  D I SN E Y L A N D  O F  T H E G O D S, i t  m a k e s  a pos i t i ve 
con t r i bu t i on to t h e  c u r re n t s pe c t r u m  of U F O con t rove r s y .  
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• A B D U C T I O N • 
By J enny R andles 

L ondon. R obe rt Ha le. 240pp. H a rdcover. 
O u r  review copy cou rtesy Robert  H a le 

A book review by K e i th Bas terfield 

E n g l i s h  U F O resea r c h e r J e n n y  R an d l e s h a s  w r i t t e n  an  e x c e l l e n t  r e v i e w  of the 
mos t p u z z l i n g  po r t i on of t h e  U F O phenom e non - the a bduc t i on case.  

B e g i n n i n g t h e  wo r k  wi th a l ook a t  1 95 0s c l a i m s  of  C eo r ge Ad a m s k i  a n d  othe r 
con t a c tees ,  R a n d l e s m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  t h a t t h ey we re eq u a l ,  w i l l i ng pa r t n e rs i n  the  
eve n ts.  B y  con t r as t a b d u c tees  m a k e i t  p l a i n  t h ey are  not w i l l i n g ,  but  as  the n a m e  
s a y s ,  h a ve been f o r c e d  to p a r t i c i p a te. T wo wa te rs hed a bdu c t i on c a s e s, n a m e l y  A n ton i o  
V i l l a s  B oa s  a n d  B e t ty a n d  B a r n ey H i l l  a r e b r i e f l y de s c r i bed. 

In two fo l l ow i n g c h a p te rs we a r e t r e a ted to a l ook ba c k  in h i s tory to pos s i b l e  
pa r a l l e l s  w i t h f a i ry l o r e ;  e x p l o r e  t h e  q ues t i on o f  t h e  i n f l ue n c e  o f  s c i e n c e  f i c t i on as a 
t r i g ge r f o r  a bd u c t i on d e t a i l s ;  and  e x a m i n e  s o m e  e x t re m e l y b i z a r r e a c coun ts wh i c h 
m a k e  m os t  c a s e s  m u n d a n e  by co m p a r i son .  

T h e n e x t  36 p a g e s  a r e t h e n  t a k e n  up w i t h p r ov i d i n g de t a i l s o f  c a s e s  f r om t h e  
U n i t e d  K i n gdom w h i c h  cove r t h e  s pe c t r u m  f r o m  • t i m e l apse e ve n t s • , th rough en t i ty 
c a s e s  to a c t u a l  a bduc t i on .  I n d i v i d u a l c a s e s  a r e r e v i e wed i n  c h a p te r 6. T h i s  i s  fo l l owed 
by a s a m p l i n g  of cases repor ted f ro m  a d i ve rse  n u m be r  of coun t r i es th roughou t the 
wo r l d. 

T h e m e a t  i n  t h e  wo r k  i s  c h a p te r 1 0  t i t l e d :  • T h e s e a r c h  f o r  ans we rs. • F ou r  
poss i b i l i t i e s f o r  e xp l a n a t i on s  f o r  a bd u c t ions  c a s e s  a re e x p l o r ed, n a m e l y :  

1 .  A phys i c a l l y r e a l e v e n t  w i t h  e x t r a te r r es t r i a l  i n te l l i ge n c e .  
2. A ps y c h o l og i c a l  e x p e r i e nce.  
3. A m i x  of phys i c a l  s t i m u l a t i on a n d  t r i g ge r i n g  of a psy c h o l og i c a l  eve n t. 
4. A psy c h o l og i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  p r odu c i n g  a • r e a l •  even t. 

R a n d l e s we a ve s  h e r way th rough the p r os and con s for t h e s e  f i r s t  hypotheses  
by po i n t i n g  o u t  that  t h e r e  a r e n o  c a s e s of i n de pende n t peop l e  w i t n e s s i n g  a n  abduc t i on,  
a n d  t h a t in  at  l e a s t  3 c a s e s t h e  pe r c i p i e n t  was  obs e r ved by ou ts i de rs du r i n g  the 
a bd u c t i on pe r i od - t h ey we n t  nowhe re.  H o weve r, she rou n ds up he r though ts by 
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  ps y c h o l og i c a l  e x p l a n a t i on s  f a l l  s h o r t  of e xp l a i n i n g  abduc t i on c a s e s .  
Hypo t h e s i s  1 a l so f a l l s s h o r t  i n  R a n d l e s op i n i on .  

I n  s ho r t , R a n d l e s op ts f o r  a • da r i n g •  hy poth es i s  th a t :  • A  c r e a t i ve l y v i s u a l  
pe rson,  w h o  h a s  a t r a c k  record o f  s t r a n ge e x pe r i en ce s  • • • • •  , f i n ds h i m/he rse l f  i n  a 
pos i t i on to be con tac ted by an a l i en i n te l l i ge n ce.  • 

R a n d l e s'  v i e ws on t h e  a bduc t i on p h e n o m e non a r e re f r e s h i ng.  She i s  on e of a 
n u m be r  r e s e a r c h e rs  not  hooked i n to the • a l i e ns  i n  spaces h i ps a r e  k i d n a ppi ng us • 
syn d r o m e . She  a l so  s p e a k s  f ro m  e x pe r i e n c e  h a v i n g been i n vo l ved i n  i n ves t i g a t i n g  a 
n u m be r  of c l a i m s .  

She  h a s  i de n t i f i e d s o m e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s w h i c h d o  s e e m  com mon t o  abduc tees  
a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h  th i s  g r oup of peop l e  f r om t h e  gene r a l  pop u l a t i on .  T h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
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a re i n  t h e  a r e a  of v i s ua l c re a t i v i ty a n d  s i t  we l l  w i t h  r e c e n t ps y c h o l og i c a l r e s e a r c h  
wh i c h  t h i s  a u t h o r  h a s  r e c e n t l y  w r i t te n  a bou t i n  t h e  I n te r n a t i on a l U F O R epo r te r. 

I fou n d  t h e  wo r k  m os t  s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d  va l ua b l e  con t r i bu t i on to t h e  c u r ren t 
deba te on t h e  n a t u re of t h e  a bd u c t i on e xpe r i e n c e. 

The book is avai lable i n  A ustra l i a  f rom: J .M . Dent Pty L td., PO Box 289, Fern tree 
G ul ly, Victor ia  3156. 

N E W B O O K S  N O T E D  

' A bductions • by J e n n y  R a n d l es ,  1 9 8 8 .  L on do n .  R obe r t  H a l e. 2 4 4 pp. H a rdcove r.  U S  
$ 2 4 .9 5 .  R ev i ews w h a t  w e  k n o w  a bou t a b d u c t i on s .  I n c l ud e s  a C a t a l ogue of B r i t i s h  
C a s e s ,  a n d  a d i s c u s s i on cove r i n g a va r i e ty o f  hy po t h e s e s  p u t  f o r w a rd t o  e xp l a i n  
a bd u c t i o n s .  

' A bductions:  a dangerous ga me•, b y  P h i l i p  K l a s s .  1 9 8 8 .  B u f f a l o  P ro m e te u s .  H a r dcove r .  
U S  $ 1 8 . 9 5 . A s c e p t i c 's  l oo k  a t  a bd u c t i on s . E xa m i n es a l t e r n a t i ve e x p l an a t i on s  to t h e  
E T H .  

' D i mens ions:  a · casebook of a l ien con tact• by j a cq ues V a l l ee .  1 98 8 .  C h i c ago. 
C on te m po ra ry boo k s .  304 pp. H a r d cove r.  U S  $ 1 7.95 . A reva m p i n g  of Va l l ee's  p r e v i ous 
w r i t i n gs w i t h  s o m e  new m a t e r i a l .  An ove r v i e w  of h i s c u r r e n t  t h i n k i ng that  t h e  E T H  is  
n o t  b i z a r r e enough a n  e xp l a n a t i on for  U F O s. 

' T ransform ation : the breakth rough ' by W h i t l ey S t r i e be r .  1 9 8 8 .  N e w Y o r k .  B e e c h  T r ee 
B oo k s .  2 5 6  p p .  H a rdcove r.  U S  1 8 .95 . S t r i ebe r's  s e con d book dea l i n g w i t h h i s  
i n te r a c t i on w i t h  v i s i to r s .  

• A D isneyland of  the gods • b y  J oh n  K ee l .  1 98 8 .  N e w Y o r k. 
A m o k  P re s s .  2 8 8  pp.  Sof tbo u n d. U S  $8.95 . A n e w  book by K e e l ,  t h e  f i rs t  f o r  m a n y  
y e a r s .  A ve ry b roa d l oo k  a t  u f o l og y .  

' Uninvited guests • by R i c h a r d H a l l . 1 9 8 8 .  A u r o r a  P re s s .  3 84 p p .  Sof tcove r.  U S  $ 1 4 .0 0 .  
L on g  t i m e  r e s e a r c h e r  H a l l  h a s  p rod u c e d  a we l l  ba l a n c e d  ove r v i e w  of t h e  s u bj e c t  
s u i te d  to t h e  pe r son w a n t i n g  a n  i n t roduc t i on t o  u f o l ogy. 

' U F O abductions:  the measure of a mystery •. T h o m a s  B u l l a rd. 1 9 88.  A r c t u r us  B oo k  
s e r v i c e .  402 pp.  P l a s t i c  s p i r a l  bou n d .  U S  $ 6 0 . 0 0 .  Vo l u m e 1 a n d  vo l u m e  2 .  2 4 0  p p .  U S  

$40.00.  A m a s s i ve co m pa r a t i ve s t udy of abdu c t i on repo r ts i n c l ud i n g i n  vol u m e  2 
s u m m a r i es of 2 70 c a s e s  s t ud i e d. 
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UFO RESEARCH AUSTRALIA 

0 R C A N I SA T IO N :  

U FO R A  operates as a network of i nterested persons and groups i n  a l l  
states shar ing the information they acqui re. Vladi m i r  Codic co-ordinates 
genera l network adm inist ration and K eith Basterfield overal l  research. 

A I M S: 

T he a i m s  of U FO R esea rch A ustra l i a  a re :  

(1 ) To st i m ulate A ust ral i an research into the U FO 
phenomenon, on a without prejudice basis, in order to 
better understand t he cause(s) of the phenomenon. 

(2) To aid research by promoting co-operat ion between 
i nterested part ies. 

P U B L I C A T IO N :  

A periodic  newsletter i s  produced, edited by Vladi m i r  Codic, known as 
U F O R E S E A R C H  A U ST R A L I A  N E WS L E TT E R  (U F O R A N). T his publ ication 
is open to genera l publ ic  subscript ion and features the work of Austral ian 
and overseas resea rchers. 

F l  L ES :  

A ustral ian reports, going bac k  approx i m ately 30 years, a re held by 
U F O R A. About 1 000 of these reports have been placed on a 
compute rised data base which is located in C anberra and maintained by 
Andy Cole on beha l f  of Austra l i an R esearchers. 

L I A I SO N :  

U F O R A  l ia ises with many overseas organisations and individuals. Detai ls  of 
ove rseas reports appea r in U FO R AN .  


